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The  1839-0  Half  Dimes 

by 

Jack  Marston 

D.  W.  Valentine  described  six  varieties  for  the  1 839-0  half  dime  when  he  published 
his  reference  book  The  United  States  Half  Dimes  in  1931.  He  listed  these  as  V-1 
through  V-6,  and  while  his  descriptions  were  extremely  brief,  his  photographs  were 
good  enough  to  allow  numismatists  to  identify  the  four  most  common  varieties  V-2, 
V-3,  V-4,  and  V-5,  as  well  as  two  of  the  scarcer  varieties  V-1  and  V-6.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  V-1  Large  O  variety  has  become  one  of  the  iconic  rarities  for  all  New  Orleans 
half  dimes  and  is  rare  in  all  grades,  especially  in  extra  fine  and  better  grades,  and  it 
commands  very  strong  prices  whenever  examples  are  sold. 

Having  spent  most  of  the  last  twenty  something  years  studying  early  New  Orleans 
silver  coins,  I  have  always  been  fascinated  by  the  coins  identified  as  No  Drapery. 
The  1 839-0  half  dime  represents  the  earliest  type  of  coinage  coming  out  of  the  New 
Orleans  branch  mint,  with  its  newly  added  stars  that  were  individually  hand  punched 
into  each  obverse  die.  These  individual  star  alignments  created  an  easy  guide  post 
for  obverse  die  variety  identification  because  each  die  was  significantly  different  from 
the  others.  The  shield  point  position  over  the  8  in  the  date  is  also  a  helpful  diagnostic 
tool  in  distinguishing  the  obverse  dies  from  each  other.  Mintmark  placement  has 
been  found  to  be  the  easiest  method  for  identifying  the  reverse  dies,  while  die  cracks 
and  cuds  assist  in  basic  attribution  of  the  dies. 

The  mintage  in  the  Red  Book  for  the  1 839-0  half  dime  was  listed  as  1 ,096,550  in 
1969,  revised  to  1,034,039  by  1993  and  as  1,060,000  in  2010.  Walter  Breen's  1988 
encyclopedia  lists  a  mintage  of  1 ,1 04,039  for  this  issue,  but  as  you  will  see,  the  ac- 
tual mintages  for  early  New  Orleans  coins  are  virtually  unknowable  due  to  a  series 
of  circumstances  that  altered  the  true  mintage  numbers.  As  a  date,  the  1839-0  half 
dime  is  considered  a  common  coin  as  far  as  availability;  however  as  a  group  of  die 
varieties,  the  coins  range  from  very  common  to  extremely  rare.  Even  some  of  the 
common  varieties  have  some  very  rare  and  interesting  die  states. 


1839-0  V-1  Large  O  Half  Dime 
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In  order  to  better  understand  1839-0  half  dime  die  marriages,  certain  documents 
in  the  U.  S.  Mint  Archives  have  provided  some  clues  as  to  what  likely  happened 
during  the  early  years  at  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint.  Many  years  ago,  Randy  Wiley 
sent  me  information  from  the  archives  relevant  to  the  striking  of  early  New  Orleans 
coinage.  He  utilized  some  of  this  information  in  his  article  The  New  Orleans  Branch 
Mint  in  1840  that  was  published  in  Issue  #99  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  in  July  2007. 
With  two  pairs  of  New  Orleans  half  dime  dies  delivered  to  the  branch  mint  in  1838, 
and  the  reference  documentations  from  the  archives  for  1 839  and  1 840,  he  gives  us 
enough  important  pieces  of  the  puzzle  to  tell  a  good  portion  of  the  story.  I  have  found 
die  usage  for  1 839-0  half  dimes  to  be  as  dramatic  and  interesting  as  any  issue  I  have 
studied  from  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint.  The  six  1 839-0  half  dime  varieties  listed 
by  both  Valentine  and  BIythe,  V-1  through  V-6,  utilized  4  different  obverse  dies  and 
5  different  reverse  dies;  however,  I  have  documented  6  obverse  dies  and  9  reverse 
dies  that  were  used  to  strike  a  total  of  13  varieties  for  this  issue. 

The  following  is  a  listing  of  the  archive  account  of  the  dates  and  quantities  of  half 
dime  die  shipments  from  Philadelphia  to  New  Orleans  from  1 838  through  1 840. 

*  Documentation  shows  that  two  pairs  of  half  dime  dies  were  received  on  May  3, 
1838,  but  the  shipping  date  was  not  indicated,  so  an  approximate  shipping  date  is 
referenced  for  convenience.  The  1 838-0  V-1  and  V-2  varieties  utilize  only  Reverse  A, 
leaving  the  second  Tail  Die  identified  as  Reverse  B  for  later  usage. 

Half  Dime  Dies  Delivered  to  the  New  Orleans  Branch  Mint,  1838  to  1840 
Shipping  Date  Head  Dies        Tail  Dies 


Approximately 

*Apr.  21,  1838 

2 

2 

Jan.  30,  1839 

2 

2 

Mar.  25,  1839 

2 

2 

May  22,  1839 

2 

2 

Jan.  15,  1840 

1 

Jan.  18,  1840 

1 

Mar.  17,  1840 

1 

Apr.  28,  1840 

May  27,  1840 

1 

Aug.  21,  1840 

1 

Aug.  24,  1840 

1 

Dec.  2,  1840 

1 

Total 

15 

16 
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Summary  for  1838  to  1840  New  Orleans  Half  Dimes 


Known 
Date     Die  Marriages 

1838-  0  2 

1839-  0  13 

1840-  O  10 


Dies  Shipped 
Obverse  Dies  Reverse  Dies 


Total 


25 


2 
6 
_7 

15 


2 
6 
_8 

16 


There  were  15  obverse  dies  and  16  reverse  dies  for  half  dimes  delivered  to  New 
Orleans  between  1838  and  1840,  with  a  total  of  25  different  die  marriages  currently 
identified  for  1838-0,  1839-0  and  1840-O  coins. 

In  April  1 968,  the  coin  magazine  The  Numismatist  reprinted  a  pamphlet  from  1 845 
entitled  Tlie  Mint  at  New  Orleans  by  J.  L.  Riddell,  who  had  been  the  Melterand  Refiner 
since  1 839,  replacing  James  Maxwell  who  died  of  Yellow  Fever  in  1 839.  In  this  pam- 
phlet he  lists  the  number  of  pieces  coined  per  denomination.  For  decades  I  have  read 
conflicting  mintages  regarding  the  early  New  Orleans  coins,  and  I  have  personally 
decided  that  this  pamphlet  from  1845  is  probably  the  closest  reference  to  mintage 
accuracy  that  exists  for  that  time  period.  I  am  including  the  mintage  figures  for 
1838  to  1840  as  they  are  referenced.  Thank  you  Bill  Bugert  for  the  reprint. 


Denomination 

Dimes 


1838 

Number  of  Pieces  Silver 

402,430  $40,243 


Gold 


1839 

Denomination      Number  of  Pieces  Silver 

Quarter  Eagles  9,396 

Half  Dollars                 116,000  $58,000 

Dimes                     1,291,600  129,160 

Half  Dimes               1 ,060,000  53,000 

Total  $240,160 

Total  Value,  Silver  and  Gold  $263,650 


Gold 

$23,490 


$23,490 


1840 

Denomination      Number  of  Pieces  Silver  Gold 

Half  Eagles                  30,400  -  $152,000 

Quarter  Eagles              26,200  -  65,500 

Half  Dollars                 855,100  $427,550 

Quarter  Dollars            425,200  106,300 

Dimes                     1,175,000  117,500 

Half  Dimes                  935,000  46,750 

Total  $698,100  $217,500 
Total  Value,  Silver  and  Gold  $915,600 
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1838-0  Half  Dimes 

Sometime  during  the  third  week  of  April  1838,  two  pairs  of  lialf  dime  dies  were 
shipped  from  Philadelphia  to  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint.  These  dies  along  with 
two  pairs  of  half  dollar  dies  were  received  on  May  3,  1838.  The  nautical  voyages 
between  the  two  cities  took  an  average  of  10  to  12  days  depending  on  the  number 
of  stops  required  by  the  ship  delivering  the  mail.  Both  1838-0  half  dime  obverse 
dies  were  of  the  No  Stars  variety  as  in  the  Philadelphia  version  for  1837  half  dimes. 
There  are  two  known  varieties  that  were  documented  by  Valentine  as  V-1 ,  Medium 
open  date  with  a  level  date,  and  V-2,  Low  date  almost  touches  milling  with  the  date 
slanting  up  left  to  right,  and  with  moderate  to  extreme  levels  of  rust  damage.  The 
V-1  and  V-2  varieties  are  linked  by  the  same  reverse  die,  with  the  V-2  having  been 
struck  first  and  V-1  coming  second  based  on  die  wear  and  developing  die  cracks. 
For  years  I  assumed  that  the  two  1838-0  reverse  dies  delivered  in  May  1838  were 
both  of  the  Large  O  variety,  with  the  famous  1839-0  Large  O  variety  utilizing  the 
second  reverse  die.  However,  based  on  actual  coins,  it  seems  more  likely  that  the 
second  reverse  die  from  1838  arrived  with  a  Small  o,  and  was  used  to  make  coins 
dated  and  struck  in  1839. 

1838-0  Half  Dime  Die  Marriages 
Die  Marriage  Die  Pairing 

1 838-0  V-2  Obv.  1  ,  Rev.  A. 

1 838-0  V-1  Obv.  2  ,  Rev.  A. 

It  is  ironic  that  although  the  minting  of  dimes  commenced  at  the  New  Orleans 
branch  mint  in  May  1838,  there  were  no  half  dimes  minted  until  January  of  1839, 
and  it  was  the  16th  of  that  month  when  coiner  Rufus  Tyler  delivered  70,000  of  the 
first  New  Orleans  half  dimes  dated  1838.  Since  the  first  two  pairs  of  half  dime  dies 
dated  1839  were  not  mailed  from  Philadelphia  until  January  30,  1839  I  believe  that 
the  second  delivery  of  10,000  New  Orleans  half  dimes  on  February  20,  1839,  were 
also  likely  dated  1838,  and  probably  the  well  worn  dies  of  V-1  with  die  cracks  from 
the  rim  to  Liberty's  arm  and  reverse  die  cracks  extending  to  the  bottom  of  the  Large 
O  mintmark.  It  is  possible  that  more  than  80,000  1 838-0  half  dimes  were  minted,  but 
there  isn't  any  substantiating  evidence  to  prove  it  at  this  time.  I  have  seen  reference 
books  list  the  1838-0  mintage  at  115,000,  and  110,000,  and  more  recently  70,000. 
The  Red  Book  of  1969  has  no  listing  for  the  mintage  of  the  1838-0  half  dime.  The 
1 845  Riddell  mintagefiguresfor  1 839  New  Orleans  half  dimes  lists  atotal  of  1 ,060,000. 
With  80,000  dated  1838-0,  that  would  leave  a  quantity  of  980,000  for  coins  dated 
1 839-0,  minted  in  1 839.  However  this  does  not  take  into  account  some  of  the  other 
extenuating  circumstances  regarding  mintage. 

For  decades,  the  1838-0  V-1  and  V-2  die  varieties  have  been  known,  and  it  has 
been  well  over  a  decade  since  the  last  of  the  1840-O  V-1  through  V-1 0  varieties  has 
been  verified.  There  were  7  obverse  dies  shipped  in  1840,  and  there  are  a  total  of 
6  obverse  dies  dated  1840  that  were  actually  used  for  the  1840-O  half  dime.  The 
seventh  obverse  die,  shipped  from  Philadelphia  on  December  2,  1840  could  very 
well  have  been  dated  1841 .  The  reverse  die  of  the  1840-O  V-7  variety  With  Drapery 
is  mated  to  an  1841-0  obverse  creating  the  V-5  variety  for  this  date  discovered  and 
described  by  Bill  Harmon  in  Issue  #46  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  that  was  published 
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in  November  1989.  This  article  has  been  reprinted  on  page  126  of  Collective 
Volume  Number  Three  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal.  As  you  will  see,  the  1840-O  half 
dime  coinage  is  integral  to  the  understanding  of  1 839-0  half  dimes  varieties.  There 
were  8  reverse  dies  used  to  strike  1840-O  half  dimes,  the  known  varieties  by  die 
pairing  are  given  below. 

1840-O  Half  Dime  Die  Marriages 

I  am  listing  the  ten  Valentine  numbers  V-1  to  V-10  for  the  1840-O  half  dime  in 
the  sequence  in  which  I  believe  they  were  issued.  It  should  be  noted  that  only  die 
marriages  V-1  to  V-5  were  listed  in  the  original  Valentine  manuscript  in  1931.  Die 
marriages  V-6  to  V-10  have  been  identified  by  numismatic  scholars  over  the  years 
and  added  to  the  list  of  known  die  marriages  for  this  year. 

1840-O  V-1  Obv.  1  ,  Rev.  A  -  No  Drapery  Obverse,  Closed  Bud  Reverse.  Shield 
Point  over  left  third  of  8.  High  Date.  Stars  9, 1 1  and  1 3  repunched.  Large  O  mintmark 
well  centered.  Die  crack  in  denticles  over  E  in  UNITED  extends  through  denticles 
down  to  second  T  in  STATES  and  back  up  through  the  E  to  denticle. 

1840-O  V-8  Obv.  1  ,  Rev.  B  -  No  Drapery  Obverse,  Closed  Bud  Reverse.  Ob- 
verse same  as  in  1840-O  V-1  but  in  late  die  state.  Large  O  mintmark  left  of  center. 
Die  crack  from  rim  to  O  in  OF  to  leaves  to  L  in  HALF  to  M  in  DIME  to  right  side  of 
mintmark  through  bow  to  the  rim.  Significant  rust  spot  below  the  right  ribbon. 

1840-O  V-3  Obv.  2  ,  Rev.  C  -  No  Drapery  Obverse,  Closed  Bud  Reverse.  Shield 
Point  centered  over  8.  High  Date.  Stars  1,3,5  and  1 0  repunched.  Small  o  mintmark 
well  centered.  Die  crack  from  rim  to  N  in  UNITED,  A  in  STATES,  first  A  in  AMERICA 
plus  other  minor  ones. 

1840-O  V-4  Obv.  3  ,  Rev.  D  -  No  Drapery  Obverse,  Closed  Bud  Reverse.  Shield 
Point  over  left  edge  of  8.  Repunched  date  slants  up  from  left  to  right.  Stars  2, 5, 6  and 
12  repunched.  Small  o  mintmark  well  centered.  Die  crack  from  M  in  DIME  through 
mintmark  through  bow  and  ribbon  to  rim.  Die  crack  from  rim  to  C  in  AMERICA  to 
wreath. 

1840-O  V-2  Obv.  4 ,  Rev.  E  -  No  Drapery  Obverse,  Closed  Bud  Reverse.  Shield  Point 
over  left  third  of  8.  Date  slants  down  from  left  to  right.  Stars  3  and  9  repunched.  Medium 

0  mintmark  slightly  left  of  center.  Die  crack  from  rim  to  U  in  UNITED  to  leaf  tip. 

1840-O  V-9  Obv.  5  ,  Rev.  F  -  No  Drapery  Obverse,  Closed  Bud  Reverse.  Shield 
Point  over  left  edge  of  8.  Repunched  date  slants  down  slightly  from  left  to  right.  Star 

1  repunched.  Small  o  mintmark  well  left  of  center.  Die  crack  from  rim  to  N  in  UNITED, 
first  T  in  STATES,  and  E  in  AMERICA  to  wreath. 

1840-O  V-10  Obv.  5  ,  Rev  E  -  No  Drapery  Obverse,  Closed  Bud  Reverse. 
Obverse  same  as  1840-O  V-9  in  middle  die  state.  Reverse  same  as  1840-O  V-2  in 
late  die  state.  Die  crack  from  rim  through  rock  to  shield.  Die  crack  from  rim  to  U  in 
UNITED,  second  A  in  AMERICA  and  to  right  ribbon. 

1840-O  V-6  Obv.  5 ,  Rev.  G  -  No  Drapery  Obverse,  Open  Bud  Reverse.  Obverse 
same  as  1840-O  V-9  and  1840-O  V-10  in  late  die  state  with  weak  date.  Reverse  is 
new  style  Open  Bud  Reverse.  Small  o  mintmark  clearly  left  of  center.  Die  crack  from 
rim  to  right  olive  stem.  Transitional  Die  Marriage. 

1840-O  V-5  Obv.  6  ,  Rev.  G  -  With  Drapery  Obverse,  Open  Bud  Reverse.  This 
obverse  has  the  new  With  Drapery  style.  Shield  Point  over  top  serif  of  1 .  Reverse 
same  as  1840-O  V-6.  Another  die  crack  develops  from  rim  to  left  olive  stem. 
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1840-O  V-7  Obv.  6  ,  Rev.  H  -With  Drapery  Obverse,  Open  Bud  reverse.  Obverse 
same  as  1840-O  V-5.  Small  o  mintmark  slightly  left  of  center.  Die  crack  from  rim  to 
U  in  UNITED  to  leaves,  and  rim  to  I  in  AMERICA  to  berry.  Reverse  H  is  used  again 
with  an  1841  obverse  to  create  die  marriage  1841-0  V-5.  Late  die  state  of  obverse 
develops  a  bisecting  die  crack. 

The  following  table  summarizes  the  die  characteristics  of  the  ten  known  die  mar- 
riages for  the  1840-O  half  dime. 


Die 

Die 

Obverse 

Mintmaric 

Reverse 

Marriage 

Pairing 

Type 

Style 

Type 

1840-O  V-1 

Obv. 

1 

Rev.  A 

No  Drapery 

Large  0 

Closed  Bud 

1840-O  V-2 

Obv. 

4 

Rev.  E 

No  Drapery 

Medium  0 

Closed  Bud 

1840-O  V-3 

Obv. 

2 

Rev.  0 

No  Drapery 

Small  0 

Closed  Bud 

1840-O  V-4 

Obv. 

3 

Rev.  D 

No  Drapery 

Small  0 

Closed  Bud 

1840-O  V-5 

Obv. 

6 

Rev.  G 

With  Drapery 

Small  0 

Open  Bud 

1840-O  V-6 

Obv. 

5 

Rev.  G 

No  Drapery 

Small  0 

Open  Bud 

1840-O  V-7 

Obv. 

6 

Rev.  H 

With  Drapery 

Small  0 

Open  Bud 

1840-O  V-8 

Obv. 

1 

Rev.  B 

No  Drapery 

Large  0 

Closed  Bud 

1840-O  V-9 

Obv. 

5 

Rev.  F 

No  Drapery 

Small  0 

Closed  Bud 

1840-O  V-10 

Obv. 

5 

Rev.  E 

No  Drapery 

Medium  0 

Closed  Bud 

For  years  I  have  seen  some  1 840-O  half  dimes  listed  for  sale  as:  "Large  O  Reverse 
of  1838".  The  style  and  size  of  the  two  Large  0  mintmarks  on  the  1840-O  V-1  and 
1840-O  V-8  die  marriages  are  like  those  on  1838-0  half  dimes.  I  believe  that  the 
archival  information  about  die  shipments  to  New  Orleans  in  1840  indicate  some 
interesting  facts  regarding  the  two  Large  0  reverse  dies  used  to  strike  the  1 840-O  V-1 
and  1840-O  V-8  die  marriages  and  their  place  in  the  emission  sequence.  Examples 
of  the  1 840-O  V-8  half  dime  have  a  cracked  reverse  and  a  significant  large  rust  spot 
below  the  bow  on  the  right  side.  This  Large  O  reverse  die  was  used  to  create  both 
the  1839-0  V-1  and  1840-O  V-8  rarities. 

Valentine  described  five  die  marriages  for  the  1 840-O  half  dime  that  he  identified 
as  V-1  to  V-5.  Half  dime  research  since  the  publication  of  the  Valentine  manuscript 
has  expanded  this  to  a  total  of  ten  die  marriages  that  were  struck  from  eight  reverse 
dies  identified  as  Rev.  A  to  Rev.  H  that  were  shipped  to  New  Orleans  in  1840.  Two  of 
these  1840-O  reverse  dies  had  the  newer  "open  bud"  style  and  have  been  identified 
as  Rev.  G  and  Rev.  H.  They  were  used  to  strike  1840-O  die  marriages  V-5,  V-6,  and 
V-7.  This  means  that  there  were  six  reverse  dies  with  the  "closed  bud"  type  used 
to  strike  the  seven  remaining  1840-O  die  marriages.  These  were  three  Small  o  dies 
used  to  strike  the  1840-O  V-3,  V-4  and  V-9  die  marriages,  two  Large  0  dies  used  to 
strike  the  1 840-O  V-1  and  V-8  die  marriages,  and  one  Medium  O  die  used  to  strike  the 
V-2  and  V-1 0  die  marriages.  As  it  turns  out,  the  later  discovery  of  the  five  1 840-O  die 
marriages  identified  as  V-6  to  V-10  were  almost  an  exact  replication  of  the  five  types 
that  Valentine  had  documented  as  V-1  to  V-5.  That  is,  Valentine  described  two  Small 
o  die  marriages,  one  Medium  O  die  marriage,  one  Large  O  die  marriage,  and  a  with 
drapery  open  bud  type  die  marriage.  This  means  that  following  the  publication  of  the 
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Valentine  manuscript,  the  more  scarce  and  rare  V-6  to  V-10  die  marriages  were  just 
lumped  into  their  major  type  category,  and  overlooked  as  separate  die  marriages 
for  decades.  The  1840-O  V-6  Transitional  coin  was  just  another  No  Drapery  type 
with  a  Small  o. 

1839-0  Half  Dime  Die  Marriages 

There  were  only  six  half  dime  reverse  dies  shipped  to  New  Orleans  in  1839  but 
nine  different  reverse  dies  are  known  to  have  been  used  to  strike  the  thirteen  known 
die  marriages  for  1839-0  half  dimes;  the  clues  as  to  what  happened  are  before  our 
very  eyes.  I  believe  that  the  seven  reverses  identified  as  Rev.  A  through  Rev.  G  for 
1839-0  half  dimes  are  the  original  six  dies  shipped  in  1839  plus  the  one  left  over 
die  from  1838.  This  means  the  other  two  reverse  dies  identified  as  Rev.  H  and  Rev. 
I  had  to  have  come  from  the  1840  die  shipments. 

As  far  as  mintmark  sizes  go,  all  1839-0  half  dimes  have  a  Small  o  except  for  the 
V-1  Large  O  die  marriage.  If  you  compare  the  1840-O  Medium  O  mintmark  to  that 
of  the  0  in  OF  on  the  closed  bud  reverses,  you  will  notice  that  they  are  virtually  the 
same  size.  None  of  the  1 839-0  mintmarks  are  close  to  that  size  and  all  are  similarly 
small  in  size. 

After  years  of  study  and  a  relative  population  analysis,  my  observations  lead  me 
to  believe  that  at  least  85%  to  90%  of  all  surviving  1 839-0  half  dimes  are  comprised 
of  just  the  four  most  common  varieties  described  as  V-2,  V-3,  V-4,  and  V-5.  The  re- 
maining 10%  to  15%  of  the  coins  are  examples  of  the  other  nine  varieties  identified 
as  V-1  and  V-6  through  V-1 3.  Valentine  described  only  die  marriages  V-1  to  V-6  in  his 
1931  manuscript.  The  remaining  seven  die  marriages  V-7  to  V-1 3  have  been  added 
to  the  list  of  known  varieties  by  numismatic  scholars  over  the  last  80  years. 

1839-0  V-1  Obv.  6  ,  Rev.  H  -  Shield  Point  over  left  third  of  8.  Star  11  boldly 
repunched  at  the  two  star  points  closest  to  Liberty  and  Star  7  slightly  repunched 
at  the  lowest  star  point.  The  date  is  well  centered  and  the  9  is  repunched  .  The 
Large  O  mintmark  is  slightly  left  of  center.  Overall  Rarity:  R5-I-.  Uncirculated  Rarity: 
Unknown. 


1839-0  V-1  Half  Dime,  Obv.  6,  Rev.  H 
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The  V-1  die  marriage  is  the  famous  and  rare  Large  O  variety  which  is  always  in 
demand  and  examples  command  strong  prices  whenever  they  are  sold.  Valentine 
did  mention  "the  9  double  cut  at  the  bottom"  in  his  manuscript.  The  original  plate 
coin  from  Valentine's  1931  reference  book  was  in  a  grade  of  good  which  attests  to 
its  elusiveness  in  high  grade.  I  have  heard  a  rumor  of  the  existence  of  a  mint  state 
coin  but  have  seen  no  evidence  to  state  that  it  actually  exists.  There  are  two  known 
AU  coins,  although  both  show  evidence  of  having  been  lightly  cleaned  at  one  time. 
Coins  in  EF  grades  exist  in  somewhat  higher  numbers;  however  I  doubt  that  more 
than  a  handful  still  exist.  More  than  50%  of  the  survivors  are  in  grades  of  VG  and 
below.  A  very  large  rust  spot  is  located  below  the  right  ribbon.  The  reverse  die  has  a 
major  die  crack  that  starts  at  the  rim  and  runs  through  the  O  in  OF  to  the  L  in  HALF 
to  the  M  in  DIME  to  the  right  side  of  the  mintmark  to  the  ribbon  and  continuing  on 
through  the  rust  spot  to  the  rim.  On  the  obverse  there  are  small  rust  spots  in  the 
space  between  the  denticles  and  stars  6  and  7. 

I  had  the  extreme  pleasure  of  bidding  on  and  winning  the  Plate  Coin  from  Al 
BIythe's  reference  book  The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes.  This  coin 
was  graded  AU50  Cleaned  by  ANACS  and  listed  as  Breen  #3014.  It  was  sold  at  a 
Heritage  Rare  Coin  Auction  on  February  19,  2008.  I  purchased  the  1840-O  Large 
0  V-8  specimen  graded  AU55  from  Heritage  nine  months  earlier  on  May  30,  2007. 
This  particular  coin  was  struck  from  the  same  Large  O  reverse  as  the  1 839-0  Large 
O  V-1  half  dimes  and  was  originally  purchased  by  Larry  Briggs  from  the  Eliasberg 
Collection  and  then  sold  to  Kevin  Zeitler,  who  at  that  time  was  collecting  early  New 
Orleans  silver  coins.  This  piece  was  originally  listed  as  an  1840-O  V-1  coin  but  was 
later  found  to  be  an  example  of  the  much  rarer  V-8  die  marriage.  Kevin  had  sold 
this  particular  piece  to  Rare  Coin  Wholesalers  in  2006,  and  I  pursued  interaction 
with  them  for  over  a  year  in  my  attempts  to  purchase  it,  but  much  to  my  dismay,  I 
got  nowhere.  I  am  now  sure  that  they  had  no  idea  that  the  coin  was  pedigreed  from 
The  Elmer  Sears  Sale  in  November  1904  and  from  the  J.M.  Clapp  Estate  to  Louis 
Eliasberg  in  1942  and  that  it  was  the  rarest  of  the  1840-O  half  dime  die  marriages. 
Many  of  the  greatest  pedigrees  are  being  lost  by  just  sheer  apathy  and  also  greed 
and  I  was  just  lucky  enough  to  acquire  the  piece  at  what  I  consider  a  small  fraction 
of  its  true  value,  with  a  kind  thank  you  to  both  Craig  Eberhart  and  Dick  Osburn  for 
not  competing  with  me  for  that  coin  in  the  auction. 

While  comparing  the  reverse  die  states  of  the  high  grade  Large  O  1 839-0  V-1  and 
the  1 840-O  V-8  half  dimes,  I  discovered  that  the  1 840-O  V-8  coin  was  struck  before  the 
1 839-0  V-1  coin,  which  led  me  to  study  the  archive  records  while  trying  to  understand 
what  must  have  taken  place  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint  in  1840.  The  1839-0  V-1  die 
marriage  represents  the  second  use  of  Obv.  6,  and  the  second  use  of  Rev.  H. 

The  two  finest  known  1 839-0  V-1  half  dimes:  (1 )  Plate  coin  in  Walter  Breen's  1 988 
Encyclopedia  with  a  grade  of  AU.  This  piece  was  bought  by  Kevin  Zeitler  and  sold 
to  Rare  Coin  Wholesalers  in  2006.  It  is  currently  owned  by  Craig  Eberhart.  (2)  Plate 
coin  in  Al  BIythe's  1992  half  dime  book  in  an  AU  grade  that  was  owned  at  that  time 
by  Al  BIythe.  This  piece  is  currently  owned  by  the  author  of  this  article. 

Reference:  The  Rare  1839-0  Large  O  Half  Dime  is  an  1839/9-0  by  Al  BIythe. 
Gobrecht  Journal  Issue  #52,  November  1991;  later  reprinted  in  Collective  Volume 
Number  Four,  page  136. 
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1839-0  V-2  Obv.  2  ,  Rev.  C  -  Shield  Point  over  left  edge  of  8.  Date  is  high  with 
the  1  and  9  repunched.  Small  o  mintmarl<  low  and  left  of  center.  Overall  Rarity  R3 
Uncirculated  Rarity:  R6. 

The  V-2  die  marriage  is  one  of  the  four  most  available  varieties  of  this  date  and 
one  of  the  few  available  in  high  grade  but  there  aren't  too  many  of  them.  Specifi- 
cally, as  of  August  2010,  eight  of  the  nine  1839-0  half  dimes  listed  with  pictures  in 
MS65  and  MS66  at  Heritage  Rare  Coin  Auction  Archives  were  of  just  one  coin.  This 
was  the  original  NGC  MS65  Variety  V-2b  half  dime  from  the  Jules  Reiver  Collection, 
which  was  dipped  sometime  between  September  2007  and  February  2008  and  then 
recertified  as  MS66  and  put  up  for  auction  six  times  between  February  2008  and 
November  2009.  We  need  to  be  careful  to  protect  the  significant  pedigrees.  Luckily 
good  photographs  can  help  when  the  names  are  taken  off  the  holders. 


1839-0  V-2  Half  Dime,  Obv.  2,  Rev.  C 


Many  early  and  middle  die  state  coins  of  this  variety  are  strongly  struck  with  beau- 
tiful detail.  The  obverse  of  V-2  is  designated  as  Obv.  2  and  is  the  first  known  use  of 
this  die  with  both  the  1  and  9  in  the  date  repunched,  as  it  is  on  the  later  use  of  this 
die  during  the  striking  of  1839-0  V-3  coins. 

Rev.  C  is  amazingly  well  struck  on  1839-0  V-2  coins  even  into  its  shattered  die 
state,  which  starts  with  a  die  crack  at  the  first  T  in  STATES  and  then  develops  a  much 
bigger  cud  like  crack  at  the  0  in  OF,  until  the  whole  reverse  die  becomes  a  web  of  die 
cracks.  Another  triangular  cud  forms  just  under  the  I  and  M  in  DIME  which  pushes 
this  reverse  die  into  retirement.  On  very  late  die  state  coins,  the  reverse  becomes 
increasingly  concave  and  the  obverse  becomes  convex  creating  coins  that  might 
grade  VG  on  the  obverse  while  being  XF  on  the  reverse.  The  1 839-0  V-2  die  marriage 
represents  the  first  use  of  Obv.  2  and  the  only  known  use  of  Rev.  C. 

Reference: /An  1 839-0  Shattered  Reverse  Half  Dime  by  John  McCloskey.  Gobrecht 
Journal  Issue  #23,  March  1982;  later  reprinted  in  Collective  Volume  Number  Two, 
page  52.  Will  W.  Neil  -  No.  4. 
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1839-0  V-2  Half  Dime,  Rev.  C  in  Late  Die  State 

1839-0  V-3  Obv.  2  ,  Rev.  A  -  Shield  Point  over  left  edge  of  8.  Date  is  high  with 
the  1  and  9  repunched.  Small  o  mintmark  centered  between  the  lettering  and  the 
bow  and  noticeably  right  of  center.  Overall  Rarity:  R2.  Uncirculated  Rarity:  R5+. 

In  my  experience  the  V-3  die  marriage  is  one  of  the  two  most  common  varieties 
of  this  date.  Probably  70%  to75%  of  these  coins  have  normal  die  alignment  without 
rotation.  From  25%  to  30%  of  these  pieces  have  some  sort  of  reverse  die  rotation, 
which  seems  to  run  a  full  range  of  degrees.  It  has  been  speculated  that  the  reverse 
die  became  loose  and  inadvertently  moved  through  a  wide  range  of  rotations.  Al 
BIythe  covered  this  subject  with  his  article,  A  Re-examination  of  the  1839-0  Half  Dime 
witfi  Rotated  Reverse  in  Gobrecht  Journal  Issue  #45,  July  1989;  later  reprinted  in 
Collective  Volume  Number  Three,  page  1 10.  I  believe  that  the  1839-0  V-3  die  mar- 
riage with  a  rotated  reverse  is  rarity  R4-. 


1839-0  V-3  Half  Dime,  Obv.  2,  Rev.  A 
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The  V-3  die  marriage  represents  the  second  use  of  Obv.  2  and  examples  have 
the  1  and  9  in  the  date  repunched,  although  somewhat  less  prominently  than  on  V-2 
coins  because  of  obverse  die  wear.  This  die  marriage  also  represents  the  second 
use  of  Rev.  A. 

Rev.  A  was  used  with  four  different  obverse  dies,  but  the  vast  majority  of  Rev. 
A  coins  represent  the  V-3  die  marriage  with  Obv.  2.  Leaving  a  decision  about  die 
emission  sequence  aside  with  reference  to  the  use  of  Rev.  A  with  Obv.  1  to  create 
the  V-12  die  marriage,  its  other  three  uses  were  definitely  secondary  in  nature.  For 
example  when  the  reverse  of  V-2  shattered  and  failed,  Obv.  2  was  mated  with  Rev. 
A  to  create  die  marriage  V-3.  When  the  reverse  for  V-9  failed,  Obv.  3  was  mated  with 
Rev.  A  to  create  die  marriage  V-8,  and  finally  when  the  reverse  of  V-4  broke  up,  Obv. 
4  was  mated  with  Rev.  A  to  create  die  marriage  V-6.  Rev.  A  was  one  busy  reverse 
die  at  the  New  Orleans  mint  in  1839. 

At  the  end  of  production  of  the  V-3  variety.  Rev.  A  had  already  started  develop- 
ing the  odd  shaped  die  crack  between  the  E  and  R  in  AMERICA  that  became  more 
prominent  on  coins  from  die  marriages  V-8  and  V-6  respectively.  Also  later  die  states 
show  a  die  clash  above  the  right  bow  loop  on  V-3  coins  which  is  readily  seen  on  V-8 
and  V-6  coins  as  well. 

Reference:  Liberty  Seated  Rotated  Reverse  Errors  by  John  McCloskey.  Gobrecht 
Journal  Issue  #9,  July  1977;  later  reprinted  in  Collective  Volume  Number  One, 
page  24. 

1839-0  V-4  Obv.  4  ,  Rev.  E  -  Shield  Point  is  centered  over  the  8.  Date  is  left  of 
center.  Star  9  is  repunched  with  several  star  points  showing.  Small  o  mintmark  is  low 
and  just  slightly  right  of  center.  Overall  Rarity:  R3-.  Uncirculated  Rarity:  R6-. 

The  V-4  die  marriage  is  common,  and  I  consider  it  the  third  most  available  variety. 
Obv.4  was  used  to  strike  the  V-4  and  V-6  die  marriages  and  it  is  the  only  1839-0 
obverse  with  the  shield  point  centered  directly  over  the  8  in  the  date.  The  V-4  die  mar- 
riage in  the  middle  die  state  has  three  die  cracks  on  the  reverse  emanating  from  the 
rim.  One  runs  from  the  rim  to  the  right  bow  end,  a  second  runs  from  the  rim  through 


1839-0  V-4  Half  Dime,  Obv.  4,  Rev.  E 
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the  M  in  AMERICA,  and  a  third  runs  from  the  rim  through  the  D  in  UNITED.  During 
this  middle  die  state,  a  significant  obverse  rim  cud  develops,  starting  at  9:00  and 
running  down  and  ending  at  7:30.  Also  an  obverse  die  crack  from  the  rim  through 
Star  2  creates  an  elongated  star  point  which  is  a  diagnostic  of  the  middle  die  state 
through  its  later  use  to  strike  the  \/-6  die  marriage. 

Because  of  the  rim  cud,  I  believe  that  Obv.  4  was  retired  for  repair  for  a  very  brief 
time  after  striking  some  examples  of  the  V-4  die  marriage  and  that  it  was  replaced  by 
Obv.  1  in  a  terminal  die  state  to  create  what  is  currently  known  as  the  V-13  die  mar- 
riage. I  believe  that  after  repair  Obv.  4  was  once  again  mated  to  Rev.  E  to  produce 
more  examples  of  the  V-4  die  marriage. 


1839-0  V-4  Half  Dime,  Obv.  4  with  Rim  Cud 


You  will  often  see  examples  of  the  V-4  die  marriage  with  Rev.  E  referred  to  as  a 
Medium  O.  This  variety  does  have  a  slightly  larger  mintmark  than  some  of  the  other 
1 839-0  die  marriages,  however  it  still  falls  into  the  Small  o  category  for  a  closed  bud 
type  reverse  when  compared  to  the  much  larger  mintmark  size  of  the  V-2  and  V-10 
die  marriages  for  the  1 840-O  Medium  O  half  dime. 

In  late  die  states  of  the  V-4  die  marriage,  the  obverse  crack  through  Star  2  extends 
to  Liberty's  wrist  and  other  rim  die  cracks  develop  to  the  top  of  Liberty's  head,  to  the 
left  base  of  the  rock,  and  to  Liberty's  foot.  The  reverse  begins  to  crack  extensively 
and  becomes  a  series  of  cuds  that  stretch  through  UNITED  and  into  ST  in  STATES. 
This  very  late  die  state  was  described  by  John  McCloskey  in  his  article  An  1839-0 
Half  Dime  with  a  Badly  Cracked  Reverse  that  appeared  in  Gobrecht  Journal  Issue 
#35,  March  1986;  later  reprinted  in  Collective  Volume  Number  Three,  page  112.  I 
believe  that  the  V-4  die  marriage  with  the  shattered  reverse  is  maybe  a  high  R6  or 
low  R7  rarity. 


1839-0  V-4  Half  Dime,  Rev.  E  in  Late  Die  State 
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1839-0  V-5  Obv.  5  ,  Rev.  F  -  Shield  Point  over  the  left  quarter  of  8.  Date  well 
centered.  Star  2  is  slightly  repunched  and  shows  mostly  on  the  two  star  points  closest 
to  Miss  Liberty.  Small  o  mintmark  is  left  of  center  and  tilted  to  the  left.  Overall  Rarity: 
R2.  Uncirculated  Rarity:  R5+. 

The  V-5  die  marriage  is  one  of  the  two  most  common  varieties  and  comes  well 
struck  and  there  is  often  evidence  of  die  clashing  on  both  the  obverse  and  the  reverse. 
This  is  the  only  die  marriage  where  the  obverse  and  reverse  dies  are  exclusive  to 
each  other.  In  its  earliest  die  states  there  are  very  faint  die  cracks  that  develop  into 
much  deeper  ones  in  the  middle  die  states.  This  middle  die  state  makes  for  easy 
identification  because  of  the  obverse  die  crack  that  runs  from  the  rim  to  Star  4  and 
on  to  Liberty's  forearm.  This  crack  can  be  seen  on  even  very  low  grade  coins.  The 
reverse  in  the  middle  die  state  has  a  die  crack  that  starts  at  the  rim  and  runs  to  the 
second  T  in  STATES. 

In  late  die  states  there  are  multiple  die  cracks  on  the  obverse.  A  die  crack  runs  from 
the  rim  to  Star  1  to  the  rock  intersecting  with  a  vertical  die  crack  that  runs  through 
the  top  of  the  rock  down  though  the  bottom  of  the  rock  and  through  the  base  to  rim. 
Die  crack  runs  from  the  rim  though  the  base  and  up  through  Miss  Liberty's  foot.  Die 
crack  runs  from  rim  through  Miss  Liberty's  head.  Die  crack  from  Star  7  through  Miss 
Liberty's  forehead  through  Star  8  and  through  cap  to  Stars  9,  10,  and  1 1 . 

In  late  die  states  there  are  also  multiple  die  cracks  on  the  reverse.  A  die  crack 
begins  at  the  rim  and  runs  through  the  I  in  UNITED,  and  another  runs  from  the  rim 
through  the  E  in  UNITED.  A  die  crack  runs  from  the  rim  to  the  last  A  in  AMERICA 
and  another  runs  from  the  rim  through  the  second  T  in  STATES  down  through  the 
wreath  into  the  right  serif  of  the  H  in  HALF  and  down  to  the  left  serif  of  the  A  in  HALF. 
There  is  die  clash  evidence  to  the  right  of  mintmark. 


The  V-5  die  marriage  is  probably  the  most  available  1 839-0  variety  in  all  the  upper 
grade  categories  from  About  Uncirculated  through  Mint  State. 


1839-0  V-5  Half  Dime,  Obv.  5,  Rev.  F 


16 


1839-0  V-6  Obv.  4  ,  Rev.  A  -  Shield  Point  is  centered  over  the  8.  Date  is  left 
of  center.  Star  9  is  repunched  with  several  star  points  showing.  Small  o  mintmark 
centered  between  the  lettering  and  the  bow  and  noticeably  right  of  center.  Overall 
Rarity:  R6-.  Uncirculated  Rarity:  Unknown. 

The  V-6  die  marriage  was  struck  from  a  late  die  state  of  Obv.  4  following  its  use  in 
the  striking  of  the  V-4  die  marriage.  This  variety  also  represents  the  fourth  and  final 
use  of  Rev.  A  following  the  striking  of  the  V-1 2,  V-3,  and  V8  die  marriages.  The  obverse 
die  cracks  become  more  prominent  from  the  rim  to  Star  2  producing  an  elongated 
star  point  and  from  the  rim  to  the  top  of  Miss  Liberty's  head.  The  die  cracks  through 
the  rock  base  and  Miss  Liberty's  foot  also  become  more  prominent.  Additional  die 
cracks  also  develop  from  the  rim  to  Star  3  and  from  the  rim  to  Star  1 1 . 

The  V-6  die  marriage  is  rare  and  difficult  to  locate.  Valentine's  description  for  the 
reverse  is  as  follows:  "Rusted  die  similar  to  No.  4;  cracked  in  many  places".  He  would 
have  been  correct  if  he  had  referenced  the  die  as  the  same  as  No.  3,  because  the 
V-3  and  V-6  die  marriages  were  struck  from  the  same  die.  The  confusion  may  have 
resulted  from  the  fact  that  the  V-4  and  V-6  die  marriages  were  both  struck  from  the 


1839-0  V-6  Half  Dime,  Obv.  4,  Rev.  A 


same  obverse  die. 

Rev.  A  is  heavily  rusted  in  its  terminal  die  state.  The  die  crack  between  the  E  and 
R  in  AMERICA  has  become  more  pronounced.  Several  letters  in  the  legend  have 
become  deformed,  such  as,  the  N,  T  and  E  in  UNITED,  the  S,  A  and  T  in  STATES, 
and  the  M,  E,  C  and  A  in  AMERICA  with  multiple  die  cracks  extending  into  the  wreath! 
There  is  also  a  significant  die  crack  extending  from  between  LF  in  HALF  to  the  too 
of  the  E  in  DIME. 

The  finest  known  V-6  half  dime  is  a  piece  graded  PCGS  AU58  that  is  currently 
owned  by  Lynn  Ourso. 
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1839-0  V-6  Half  Dime,  Rev.  A  in  Terminal  Die  State 


1839-0  V-7  Obv.  1  ,  Rev.  B  -  Shield  Point  over  left  quarter  of  8.  Date  slopes  up 
slightly  from  left  to  right.  Star  2  shows  repunching  on  the  three  lowest  star  points. 
Small  0  mintmark  is  quite  low  and  slightly  right  of  center  with  a  slight  tilt  to  the  left. 
Overall  Rarity:  R6-.  Uncirculated  Rarity:  Unknown. 

In  Issue  #62  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal,  Al  BIythe  presented  the  results  of  the  1 994 
Half  Dime  Club  Survey.  In  his  article  he  included  a  table  with  the  title  Newly  Identi- 
fied Valentine  Varieties  where  he  listed  a  new  die  marriage  which  he  labeled  1839-0 
V-7.  I  do  not  know  who  owned  the  coin  he  described  very  briefly  as  "Significant 
die  crack  from  elbow  to  date".  His  article  was  later  reprinted  in  Collective  Volume 
Number  Four  and  the  table  listing  the  new  V-7  die  marriage  presented  on  page  133 
of  the  Collective  Volume. 

In  2003  I  found  my  first  example  of  the  V-7  die  marriage  but  it  was  in  an  early  die 
state  without  the  die  crack,  so  I  had  no  idea  which  variety  it  might  be.  I  just  thought 
it  was  a  new  variety!  About  two  years  later  I  found  an  example  with  the  significant 
obverse  die  crack,  although  it  only  graded  GA/G  as  shown  in  the  illustration. 


1839-0  V-7  Half  Dime,  Obv.  1,  Rev.  B 
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In  the  early  die  state  there  are  no  die  cracks,  but  a  little  later  faint  die  cracks  appear 
at  the  U  and  N  in  UNITED.  In  the  late  die  state,  the  obverse  develops  a  deep  die 
crack  that  starts  in  the  denticles,  and  passes  up  through  the  1  in  the  date  and  into 
the  rock  base  into  the  shield  and  between  the  TY  in  LIBERTY  through  both  upper 
legs  and  into  Miss  Liberty's  elbow.  As  this  die  crack  develops,  the  mintmark  on  the 
reverse  becomes  very  faint,  and  on  some  coins  it  can  virtually  disappear.  I  have  not 
yet  been  able  to  find  a  high  grade  example  in  the  late  die  state.  I  believe  the  V-7  die 
marriage  is  an  R7-  rarity  in  late  die  states. 


1839-0  V-7  Half  Dime,  Obv.  1  with  Die  Crack  through  1  in  date 


1839-0  V-7  Half  Dime,  Rev.  B  with  Very  Faint  Mintmark 


I  have  a  picture  of  what  I  consider  to  be  the  last  die  state  of  the  V-7  die  marriage.  This 
picture  helps  to  explain  why  the  V-13  die  marriage  from  Obv.  1  exists.  Unfortunately 
there  is  a  sad  story  for  me  personally  regarding  this  V-7  coin  in  the  last  terminal  die 
state.  I  saw  the  coin  advertised  on  eBay  and  was  getting  ready  to  bid  on  it,  when  the 
next  day  it  was  gone,  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  unlisted.  I  contacted  the  gentleman 
who  had  listed  the  coin  and  he  told  me  that  his  nephew  had  been  looking  at  some 
of  his  coins  and  this  particular  piece  came  up  missing.  In  order  to  avoid  problems 
he  delisted  the  coin,  much  to  my  dismay.  However  he  graciously  provided  me  with 
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the  photos  he  had  taken  to  put  the  piece  up  on  eBay.  Thank  you  Clint!  Although  the 
picture  is  a  little  fuzzy,  you  can  see  the  reverse  die  shattered  creating  a  fantastic  and 
extreme  cud  that  is  verified  by  this  one  missing  coin.  Because  the  mintmark  had 
completely  disappeared,  the  owner  thought  the  coin  was  minted  in  Philadelphia. 

Because  I  have  used  a  coin  in  a  VF  grade  as  a  reference  piece  for  the  V-12  die 
marriage  that  was  also  struck  from  Obv.  1 ,  the  striking  sequence  between  the  V-7 
and  V-1 2  die  marriages  is  still  in  doubt.  It  is  possible  that  the  V-7  die  marriage  came 
first  but  until  a  higher  grade  V-12  is  located,  I  am  not  able  to  tell  for  sure. 

The  finest  known  V-7  half  dime  is  an  ICG  AU55  coin  in  an  early  die  state  that  is 
owned  by  the  author  and  pictured  with  this  article. 

1 839-0  V-8  Obv.  3 ,  Rev.  A-  Shield  Point  over  left  quarter  of  8.  Date  is  well  centered. 
Small  0  mintmark  centered  between  the  lettering  and  the  bow  and  noticeably  right 
of  center.  Overall  Rarity:  R5-.  Uncirculated  Rarity:  R8. 

The  V-8  die  marriage  represents  the  second  use  of  Obv.  3  after  it  was  used  to 
strike  the  V-9  die  marriage.  This  variety  represents  the  middle  to  late  die  state  of  Rev. 
A  and  is  the  third  use  of  this  reverse,  the  most  used  reverse  of  this  date.  The  V-8  die 
marriage  is  very  scarce  and  appears  just  slightly  more  often  than  its  predecessor, 
the  V-9  die  marriage. 


1839-0  V-8  Half  Dime,  Obv.  3,  Rev.  A 
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The  obverse  has  a  die  crack  from  the  rim  through  the  bottom  of  the  date  back 
to  the  rim.  Die  crack  from  Star  9  to  Star  1 3.  Die  crack  from  Star  8  to  top  of  cap  to 
the  rim  above  Star  9.  Die  crack  from  rim  to  Star  4.  Die  crack  from  rim  to  Star  3.  Die 
crack  from  Star  1  through  Star  7.  In  late  die  states  the  obverse  and  reverse  dies  are 
extensively  pitted  producing  probably  the  most  dramatically  rusted  die  state  in  the 
half  dime  series  while  a  cud  starts  to  form  on  top  of  Star  2. 

On  the  reverse  the  die  crack  between  E  and  R  in  AMERICA  becomes  more  pro- 
nounced, and  a  die  crack  develops  in  the  last  A.  There  is  a  die  crack  that  runs  from 
the  rim  to  E  through  the  S  in  STATES.  Die  clashing  is  very  pronounced  to  the  right  of 
the  mintmark.  The  die  is  starting  to  become  abraded.  On  some  high  grade  examples 
there  is  a  small  rim  cud  above  the  A  in  STATES. 

The  finest  known  V-8  half  dime  is  a  MS61  coin  owned  by  Craig  Eberhart.  Will  W. 
Neil -No.  5. 

1839-0  V-9  Obv.  3  ,  Rev  D  -  Shield  Point  over  left  quarter  of  8.  Date  is  well  cen- 
tered. Small  0  mintmark  is  low  and  right  of  center  with  a  slight  tilt  to  the  right.  Overall 
Rarity:  R5.  Uncirculated  Rarity:  Unknown. 

The  V-9  die  marriage  is  the  first  use  of  Obv.  3  and  the  first  and  only  use  of  Rev. 
D.  Indications  are  that  the  dies  clashed  early  during  the  striking  of  this  die  marriage 
causing  damage  to  both  dies.  In  the  earliest  die  state  the  coins  are  very  well  struck. 
Star  8  is  much  closer  to  Miss  Liberty's  head  than  to  the  cap. 

The  obverse  in  later  states  develops  a  die  crack  that  begins  at  the  rim  and  runs 
through  the  bottom  of  the  date  and  back  to  the  rim.  In  an  early  die  state  the  reverse 
develops  a  die  crack  that  runs  from  the  rim  to  the  right  ribbon  tip  up  to  the  stem.  Die 
crack  from  rim  to  the  T  in  UNITED  to  wreath.  Die  crack  from  rim  to  the  E  in  STATES. 
Die  crack  from  rim  to  F  in  OF  and  from  rim  to  M  in  AMERICA.  Die  clash  seen  between 
the  M  and  E  in  DIME,  and  to  the  right  of  the  mintmark. 

In  middle  die  states  the  reverse  has  a  rim  cud  that  affects  the  denticles  residing 
over  the  D  to  the  S  in  the  legend  between  UNITED  STATES.  Die  crack  from  the 
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1839-0  V-9  Half  Dime,  Rev.  D  in  Late  Die  State 


rim  to  U  in  UNITED  and  the  E  is  starting  to  break  up.  Various  light  die  cracks  start 
to  appear.  The  mintmark  develops  a  small  bump  on  its  right  side  that  makes  the 
mintmark  look  lopsided. 

In  late  die  states  some  letters  in  the  legend  become  deformed;  specifically,  the 
bottom  of  the  TED  in  UNITED.  A  small  cud  develops  on  the  left  top  serif  of  the  first 
T  in  STATES.  Die  crack  from  rim  to  F  in  OF  down  to  berry.  The  last  A  in  AMERICA 
has  extra  metal  on  its  left  serif. 

The  V-9  die  marriage  is  a  very  scarce  variety  that  turns  up  very  infrequently.  I  con- 
sider the  rarity  without  the  reverse  cud  to  be  an  R6,  and  with  the  cud  an  R6-. 

References:  An  1839-0  Half  Dime  with  Reverse  Cud  by  John  McCloskey,  Gobrecht 
Journal  Issue  #80,  March  2001 .  AdditionalReportsof  1839-0  Half  Dimes  with  Reverse 
Cuds  by  Kevin  Zeitler,  Gobrecht  Journal  Issue  #81 ,  July  2001 . 

1839-0  V-10  Obv.  6  ,  Rev.  G  -  Shield  Point  over  left  third  of  8.  Bold  repunching 
of  Star  1 1  at  the  two  star  points  closest  to  Miss  Liberty  and  slight  repunching  of  Star 
7  at  its  lowest  star  point.  The  date  is  well  centered  and  the  9  is  repunched.  Small 
o  mintmark  is  slightly  low  and  left  of  center.  Overall  Rarity:  R7.  Uncirculated  Rarity: 
Unknown. 


1839-0  V-10  Half  Dime,  Obv.  6,  Rev.  G 
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The  V-1 0  die  marriage  is  an  extremely  rare  variety  with  only  two  examples  currently 
known  to  the  author.  The  first  example  I  saw  was  a  piece  owned  by  Kevin  Zeitler  who 
had  purchased  it  from  Brian  Greer.  This  die  marriage  appears  to  be  the  first  use  of 
Obv.  6  paired  with  the  first  and  only  use  of  Rev.  G.  The  obverse  is  well  struck  and  an 
earlier  die  state  than  seen  on  1839-0  V-1  and  V-1 1  coins. 

The  reverse  has  a  die  crack  from  the  rim  to  the  right  top  side  of  the  O  in  OF.  It 
appears  that  this  die  crack  could  have  affected  the  weak  strike  at  the  top  of  the 
right  wreath,  or  the  die  may  have  been  faulty  from  the  beginning  as  both  known 
examples  show  profound  weakness  at  this  spot.  In  any  case,  this  defect  is  probably 
the  cause  for  the  early  retirement  of  this  die,  and  therefore  the  reason  this  variety  is 
an  extreme  rarity. 

It  is  conceivable  that  this  variety  could  have  been  minted  in  the  year  1840. 

The  finest  known  V-10  half  dime  is  an  ANACS  AU50  coin  owned  by  the  author 
and  illustrated  with  this  article. 

1 839-0  V-1 1  Obv.  6 ,  Rev.  I  -  Shield  Point  over  left  third  of  8.  Bold  repunching  of 
Star  1 1  at  the  two  star  points  closest  to  Miss  Liberty  and  slight  repunching  of  Star  7  at 
its  lowest  star  point.  The  date  is  well  centered  and  the  9  is  repunched.  Small  o  mint- 
mark  that  is  well  centered.  Overall  Rarity:  R6-I-.  Uncirculated  Rarity:  Unknown. 

The  V-1 1  die  marriage  is  very  rare.  The  first  example  of  this  variety  that  I  knew  of 
was  an  EF40  coin  owned  by  Kevin  Zeitler,  who  had  purchased  the  piece  from  Lynn 
Ourso  who  discovered  it.  This  die  marriage  represents  the  third  and  last  use  of  Obv. 
6,  also  used  on  V-1 0  and  V-1  coins.  This  die  marriage  also  represents  the  second  use 
of  the  Rev.  I  which  was  first  used  in  1 840  to  mint  the  1 840-O  V-3  coins.  As  Kevin  Zeitler 
had  pointed  out  to  me,  this  particular  die  marriage  was  undoubtedly  struck  in  1 840, 
since  its  reverse  die  is  in  a  later  die  state  than  seen  on  an  1840  die  marriage. 

The  1840-O  V-3  obverse  developed  die  fatigue  that  is  especially  noticeable  in  the 
field  just  to  the  right  of  Miss  Liberty's  knee  and  her  arm  holding  the  pole.  The  fine 
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details  of  her  head  and  face  are  missing  on  many  V-3  coins,  and  I'm  sure  that  this 
is  why  that  obverse  was  retired.  This  fatigue  is  also  seen  just  opposite  that  space 
on  the  reverse  which  encompasses  the  space  above  and  below  and  through  the  E 
in  DIME.  The  reverse  die  was  in  pretty  bad  shape  by  the  time  it  was  finally  mated  to 
Obv.  6of  1839. 

In  late  die  states  the  V-1 1  reverse  has  multiple  defects.  Die  cracks  from  rim  to  left 
ribbon.  Die  crack  from  rim  past  last  A  in  AMERICA  to  wreath.  Die  crack  from  rim  to 
R  in  AMERICA  and  die  crack  from  rim  to  first  A  in  AMERICA.  Die  crack  from  rim  to  A 
in  STATES  through  to  wreath.  Die  crack  through  N  in  UNITED  then  to  the  wreath.  The 
reverse  die  is  heavily  abraded  through  the  legend  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

The  EF40  coin  owned  by  Kevin  Zeitler  is  illustrated  with  this  article.  The  finest 
known  V-1 1  half  dime  is  an  ANACS  AU55  coin  owned  by  the  author. 

1839-0  V-1 2  Obv.  1  ,  Rev.  A  -  Shield  Point  over  left  quarter  of  8.  Date  slopes  up 
slightly  from  left  to  right.  Star  2  shows  repunching  on  the  three  lowest  star  points. 
Small  o  mintmark  centered  between  the  lettering  and  the  bow  and  noticeably  right 
of  center.  Overall  Rarity:  R7-.  Uncirculated  Rarity:  Unknown. 

The  V-1 2  die  marriage  is  extremely  rare.  I  have  only  been  able  to  find  three  ex- 
amples and  two  of  these  are  in  low  grades.  This  die  marriage  appears  to  be  a  very 
early  usage  of  both  dies.  There  are  no  die  cracks  and  no  evidence  of  die  clashing. 
At  this  point  in  time,  I  suspect  V-1 2  might  be  an  intermediate  use  of  both  Obv.  1  and 
Rev.  A.  I  believe  that  Rev.  A  may  have  been  paired  with  Obv.  1  after  the  striking  of 
the  V-7  die  marriage  that  used  this  obverse  with  Rev.  B.  At  this  point  I  have  not  been 
able  to  discern  the  sequence  of  emission  between  the  use  of  Obv.  1  with  Rev.  A  or 
Rev.  B  with  any  credible  certainty. 

Rev.  A  was  used  with  four  different  obverse  dies,  and  the  V-1 2  die  marriage  appar- 
ently represents  its  first  usage.  It  is  entirely  possible  that  all  four  of  the  die  marriages 


1839-0  V-1 2  Half  Dime,  Obv.  1,  Rev.  A 


24 


using  Rev.  A  could  have  been  the  result  of  some  reverse  die  adversity  that  occurred 
during  the  original  pairings. 

Undoubtedly,  the  last  three  marriages  using  Rev.  A  are  all  secondary,  meaning  that 
the  obverse  die  in  each  marriage  was  first  used  with  a  primary  reverse  die  and  when 
that  die  failed,  it  was  mated  to  Rev.  A  as  a  substitute  to  continue  the  minting  process. 
It  is  therefore  conceivable  that  Rev.  A  was  the  second  die  delivered  in  1838. 

The  finest  known  V-12  half  dime  is  a  VF20  coin  that  is  owned  by  the  author  and 
illustrated  with  this  article. 

1839-0  V-13  Obv.  1  ,  Rev  E  -  Shield  Point  over  left  quarter  of  8.  Date  slopes  up 
slightly  from  left  to  right.  Star  2  shows  repunching  on  the  three  lowest  star  points. 
Small  0  mintmark  is  low  and  just  slightly  right  of  center.  Overall  Rarity:  R7+.  Uncir- 
culated Rarity:  Unknown. 

The  V-13  die  marriage  uses  the  obverse  of  the  V-12  and  V-7  die  marriages  in  its 
last  die  state  with  the  reverse  of  the  V-4  die  marriage  in  a  middle  die  state.  As  with 
the  late  die  state  of  theV-7  die  marriage,  the  strong  die  crack  on  the  obverse  affects 
the  striking  characteristic  in  the  center  of  the  reverse  and  makes  the  mintmark  almost 
disappear. 

The  V-13  die  marriage  is  excessively  rare  and  the  last  variety  discovered  and  its 
identification  a  total  surprise.  I  purchased  this  coin  thinking  that  it  was  a  late  die  state 
V-7  coin,  with  the  obverse  die  crack  from  the  rim  to  the  1  in  the  date  to  the  elbow. 
It  wasn't  until  I  decided  to  photograph  it  that  I  realized  that  it  was  from  a  new  die 
pairing.  This  die  marriage  likely  exists  because  early  in  the  minting  process  of  V-4 
coins,  the  obverse  developed  significant  rim  cuds.  The  coiner  most  likely  substituted 
Obv.1  for  a  very  brief  time  to  produce  some  additional  coins  for  what  was  probably  a 
very  small  delivery.  I  believe  that  the  collar  of  Obv.  4  was  then  repaired  and  that  the 
production  of  the  V-4  die  marriage  resumed.  It  is  amazing  that  mint  employees  even 
considered  using  this  obverse  die  at  all  after  it  was  so  badly  cracked. 
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It  appears  that  when  Rev.  B  broke  apart  while  striking  V-7  coins,  the  cracked  Obv. 
1  was  set  aside,  and  several  other  1839-0  die  marriages  struck  before  Obv.  1  was 
reemployed  to  strike  V-1 3  coins.  It  may  have  been  used  in  its  damaged  state  because 
Obv.  5  and  Obv.  6  were  not  delivered  until  sometime  in  June  1839  and  the  Obv.  2 
and  Obv.  3  dies  had  become  unusable  due  to  wear,  cracks  and  die  fatigue. 

The  V-1 3  half  dime  illustrated  with  this  article  is  owned  by  the  author  and  is  cur- 
rently the  only  example  that  the  author  has  seen. 

Summary 

The  New  Orleans  branch  mint  struck  25  different  die  marriages  for  Liberty  Seated 
half  dimes  between  1 838  and  1 840  for  collectors  to  pursue,  or  26  if  you  include  the 
1841-0  V-5  die  marriage  that  shares  a  reverse  with  the  1840-O  V-7  die  marriage.  It 
took  me  many  years  of  persistent  searching  to  acquire  examples  of  all  26  of  these 
die  marriages.  There  were  16  different  reverse  dies  used  during  this  three  year  pe- 
riod with  9  of  them  mated  with  the  6  obverse  dies  delivered  and  dated  1 839.  At  least 
two  1840-O  die  marriages,  the  1840-O  V-1  and  V-8  half  dimes,  were  struck  before 
the  1839-0  V-1  Large  O  half  dime.  The  earliest  possible  mintage  sequence  places 
the  1839-0  V-1 1  variety  as  the  fifth  die  variety  minted  in  1840.  It  is  possible  that  the 

1839-  0  V-1  variety  could  also  be  the  fourth  die  marriage  minted  in  1840  behind  the 

1 840-  O  V-1 ,  V-8  and  V-3  varieties.  The  1 839-0  V-1 0  variety  was  struck  before  the  V-1 
and  V-1 1  varieties  of  this  year  and  could  have  been  struck  in  1 839  or  1 840,  but  that 
is  a  question  which  will  probably  never  be  answered.  However,  I  do  look  forward  to 
finding  a  definitive  answer  to  the  current  mystery  as  to  which  1 839-0  half  dime  came 
first,  the  V-1 2  or  the  V-7  variety?  It  is  pretty  clear  that  at  least  a  million  half  dimes 
were  dated  1 839  at  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint,  but  in  reality  the  mintage  probably 
should  be  listed  as  approximately  1 ,000,000,  since  at  least  two  and  maybe  three  of 
the  1 3  known  varieties  were  struck  in  1 840  and  there  is  just  no  way  to  know  an  exact 
mintage  figure  for  this  issue.  Some  of  the  die  marriages  are  rare  to  excessively  rare 
at  this  time,  and  some  of  the  variety  die  states  fit  these  same  rarity  descriptions. 

I  have  spent  many  countless  hours  sharing  information  about  New  Orleans  coins  in 
general  and  the  half  dimes  in  particular  with  my  good  buddy  Kevin  Zeitler.  I  got  to  share 
many  coin  moments  with  Al  BIythe  and  I  bought  my  first  Transitional  1840-O  V-6  half 
dime  from  him  many  years  ago.  Jim  O'Donnell  sold  me  my  first  1 840-O  V-1 0  half  dime 
that  was  the  discovery  coin  for  this  variety.  I  have  to  say  here  that  I  miss  both  of  these 
fine  gentlemen  as  friends  and  numismatists.  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  sharing  my 
interest  in  early  New  Orleans  coins  with  Craig  Eberhart  and  we  have  gotten  to  the  point 
where  we  check  with  each  other  so  that  we  don't  bid  on  the  same  coins  in  auctions. 

Many  years  ago  Kevin  Zeitler,  Stephen  Grain,  Mark  Sheldon,  Craig  Eberhart,  Lynn 
Ourso  and  Gene  Bruder  spent  time  at  the  FUN  convention  identifying  varieties  of  com- 
bined accumulations  of  1 839-0  half  dimes.  As  it  happens,  I  was  not  there,  but  was  eager 
to  hear  all  the  details  from  Kevin  Zeitler  about  the  100  or  more  specimens  that  were 
scrutinized  when  he  returned  home  afterthe  show.  Shortly  afterward  we  had  discussions 
about  putting  together  an  article  describing  the  different  die  varieties.  Somehow  the 
time  just  flew  by  but  this  article  now  comes  at  the  right  time  to  share  this  information, 
because  some  new  varieties  were  found  in  the  years  after  the  original  discussions.  As 
usual,  the  rarity  ratings  are  subject  to  modifications  as  more  people  contribute  to  the 
collective  knowledge.  I  look  forward  to  hearing  about  other  coins  that  are  residing  in 
collections  that  can  now  be  identified  with  a  Valentine  reference  number. 
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1839-0  HALF  DIME 
DIE  MARRIAGES 


OBV. 


REV. 


REV.  A 


ALL  MINTMARKS 
ARE  SMALL  "0" 
EXCEPT  REV.  H 


ONE  SMALL  "0" 
REV.  IS  LIKELY 
FROM  THE  DIE 
SHIPMENT  OF  1838 

COINS  MINTED  IN 
1840  LISTED  BELOW 
THE  DOTTED  LINE 


REV.  DIE  SHIPMENT  1840 


LARGE  "0" 

REV.  DIE  SHIPMENT  1840 


OBV. 
1840 


V8 


V3 
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Another  1854-0  L-210  Half  Dollar  Reported 


After  reading  the  article  in  Issue  #111  of  the  journal  on  the  1854-0  L-210  half 
dollar,  I  recalled  that  I  had  purchased  an  example  of  the  L-210  variety  that  graded 
F-15  at  a  local  coin  show  about  ten  years  ago.  I  remember  because  the  coin  had 
been  labeled  L-210  and  I  didn't  know  what  that  meant.  The  dealer  told  me  that  a 
numismatic  scholar  by  the  name  of  Mike  Lloyd  indicated  that  he  was  preparing  a 
paper  on  1854-0  half  dollars  and  asked  if  he  could  examine  my  1854-0  coins  for 
research  purposes.  After  studying  the  coin  very  carefully,  Mike  Lloyd  had  marked 
this  piece  as  L-210. 

Most  of  the  obverse  die  cracks  described  for  this  obverse  are  visible  on  my  coin. 
Die  cracks  clearly  connect  up  the  star  points  of  the  left  side  stars  as  well  as  the 
outside  points  of  the  right  side  stars.  The  right  side  crack  then  continues  through 
Miss  Liberty's  foot,  the  rock  base  and  the  right  side  arrow.  This  crack  then  continues 
through  the  lower  part  of  the  four  date  digits  on  my  coin.  The  clash  marks  above  and 
below  Miss  Liberty's  legs  are  also  clearly  visible  on  my  piece. 

There  are  very  few  die  cracks  on  the  reverse  of  my  coin  but  I  can  see  the  crack 
that  runs  from  the  center  of  a  denticle  up  through  the  left  side  of  the  0  in  DOL.  How- 
ever on  my  coin,  I  can  see  that  this  crack  then  extends  on  to  the  tip  of  the  stem  on 
the  olive  branch. 

Robert  Petty 

  LSCC#1932 


Obverse  of  Petty  1854-0  L-210  Half  Dollar 
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After  studying  the  images  of  the  1 854-0  L-21 0  half  dollar  sent  in  by  Robert  Petty, 
I  have  concluded  that  his  coin  is  indeed  an  example  of  the  L-21 0  variety  and  that  it 
is  in  a  higher  grade  and  a  slightly  earlier  die  state  than  the  piece  that  was  illustrated 
in  Issue  #111  of  the  journal.  This  can  be  determined  by  the  state  of  the  circular  die 
cracks  that  run  through  the  obverse  stars.  Specifically,  there  is  a  heavy  die  break 
that  runs  from  a  denticle  over  the  6'"  star  in  toward  the  upper  part  of  this  star  on 
the  piece  reported  in  Issue  #111  of  the  journal.  This  break  is  not  nearly  as  strong 
on  the  newly  reported  specimen.  The  die  crack  on  the  earlier  coin  that  runs  from 
the  8'^  star  through  the  cap  to  the  9"^  star  is  clearly  stronger  than  that  seen  on  the 
newly  reported  coin. 

Both  coins  show  the  same  die  clash  marks  from  the  reverse  shield  that  run 
through  Miss  Liberty's  legs.  I  am  also  very  pleased  to  know  that  Mike  Lloyd  himself 
has  certified  this  new  specimen  as  an  example  of  the  L-21 0  variety,  confirming  that 
my  initial  analysis  was  indeed  correct. 

The  Editor 


Reverse  of  Petty  1854-0  L-210  Half  Dollar 
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The  Early  New  Orleans  Half  Dollar  Reference  Book 

A  Register  of  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollar  Varieties,  Volume  III 
New  Orleans  Branch  Mint,  1840-O  to  1853-0  NA  by  Bill  Bugert 

This  new  reference  book  includes  some  outstanding  numismatic  research  that 
provides  extensive  information  on  the  217  known  die  marriages  for  Liberty  Seated 
half  dollars  struck  at  the  New  Orleans  mint  from  the  1840-O  to  the  1853-0  No  Ar- 
rows issues.  It  was  necessary  to  divide  the  die  marriages  struck  at  the  New  Orleans 
mint  into  two  volumes  because  of  large  mintages  that  resulted  in  a  large  number  of 
die  marriages  in  the  years  prior  to  the  Civil  War.  The  new  volume  shows  that  there 
are  more  than  10  known  die  marriages  for  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  for  each  year 
from  1840  to  1850  at  the  New  Orleans  mint.  This  compares  to  counts  of  more  than 
ten  die  marriages  during  only  5  years  at  the  San  Francisco  mint  from  1855  to  1878 
and  counts  exceeding  ten  die  marriages  during  only  3  years  at  the  Carson  City  mint 
from  1870  to  1878. 

The  reverse  dies  used  at  the  New  Orleans  mint  are  also  more  difficult  to  distinguish 
from  each  other  because  the  O  mintmarks  are  more  similar  in  size,  shape  and  place- 
ment than  the  mintmarks  on  the  San  Francisco  and  Carson  City  dies  illustrated  in 
the  earlier  reference  books.  The  greater  similarity  of  mintmarks  for  the  New  Orleans 
issues  and  the  greater  number  of  dies  used  during  many  years  at  this  branch  mint 
required  the  introduction  of  new  techniques  to  aid  in  the  identification  of  New  Orleans 
dies.  The  new  volume  therefore  has  two  new  features  that  will  help  in  the  attribution 
of  the  die  marriages  for  early  New  Orleans  half  dollars. 

The  first  new  feature  is  the  inclusion  of  sharp  pictures  that  are  nearly  4  inches  in 
diameter  for  both  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  each  die  marriage  listed  in  the  new 
volume.  The  second  newfeature  is  the  inclusion  of  lower  resolution  images  enhanced 
by  lines  drawn  on  them  showing  the  location  of  all  known  die  cracks  for  each  die 
marriage.  These  enhanced  images  are  not  included  if  no  die  cracks  are  known  for 
the  dies  used  to  produce  a  particular  die  marriage.  The  page  for  each  die  marriage 
also  includes  multiple  picture  segments  illustrating  special  features  of  the  dies  used 
to  strike  each  die  marriage. 

In  order  to  test  my  skills  at  identifying  the  die  marriages  for  New  Orleans  half 
dollars,  I  withdrew  eight  coins  from  my  bank  vault,  each  with  different  dates  and  in 
grades  from  VF  to  XF  I  studied  each  coin  and  using  the  new  volume  I  tried  several 
different  techniques  in  an  attempt  to  identify  the  die  marriages  of  each  coin.  I  finally 
settled  on  a  technique  that  seemed  to  work  best  for  me  so  I  will  describe  it  for  con- 
sideration by  other  club  members.  I  would  suggest  that  my  technique  be  modified 
to  suit  individual  preferences  as  each  collector  has  different  keys  that  he  uses  to 
attribute  coins  in  a  given  series. 

After  studying  an  individual  coin  I  opened  the  new  volume  to  the  page  illustrating 
the  mintmark  placements  for  each  reverse  die  known  for  that  date.  I  then  compared 
the  mintmark  placement  of  each  reverse  to  that  on  the  piece  I  was  trying  to  identify. 
This  first  step  usually  allowed  me  to  eliminate  all  but  three  or  four  reverse  dies  as 
potential  matches  to  the  coin  in  hand.  I  then  went  to  the  pages  listing  the  key  di- 
agnostics for  each  of  these  reverses  to  see  if  I  could  find  a  match.  If  one  of  the  key 
diagnostics  matched  my  coin  I  would  turn  to  a  page  describing  a  die  marriage  with 
that  reverse  to  check  the  enhanced  die  crack  photograph  and  the  additional  picture 
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segments  for  that  reverse.  If  I  found  a  match,  I  would  go  back  to  the  page  show- 
ing which  obverse  dies  were  used  with  my  now  known  reverse,  calculate  the  date 
grid  and  read  the  key  features  for  all  of  the  obverse  dies  that  were  paired  with  my 
reverse.  If  one  matched  I  would  then  go  to  the  page  showing  additional  features  for 
that  obverse  to  confirm  that  I  had  a  match.  This  method  worked  every  time  except 
in  one  case  where  I  improperly  identified  the  reverse  and  could  not  find  a  match  for 
the  obverse.  In  this  case  I  started  over  again  and  eventually  found  the  die  marriage 
for  this  coin. 

I  found  that  it  was  fairly  easy  to  identify  the  die  marriage  of  the  coins  that  I  had 
chosen  to  test  my  skills.  However,  I  picked  relatively  high  grade  coins  for  attribution 
where  date  and  mintmark  positions  could  be  easily  identified.  I  would  expect  that 
die  marriage  identification  would  be  more  difficult  on  lower  grade  coins  were  die 
cracks  would  be  obscured  by  wear  and  other  features  worn  away  on  the  surface  of 
the  coins.  I  also  did  not  encounter  a  situation  where  a  coin  in  question  did  not  match 
any  of  the  marriages  listed  in  the  text.  I  would  think  that  it  would  take  more  work 
to  be  sure  that  all  possibilities  had  been  eliminated  before  declaring  that  a  new  die 
marriage  had  been  identified  for  a  given  date. 

This  New  Orleans  reference  book  contains  some  fascinating  research  on  the  early 
half  dollars  from  this  southern  branch  mint  that  will  make  enjoyable  reading  for  any 
collector  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars.  The  story  given  below  is  an  example  of  the 
important  research  on  New  Orleans  half  dollars  that  can  be  found  on  the  pages  of 
this  new  text. 

The  1 840  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  with  the  Bust  style  reverse  has  been  known 
for  many  years  and  Randy  Wiley  first  described  the  subtle  differences  between  the 
Bust  and  Seated  reverses  in  Issue  #13  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  in  November  1978. 
His  article  describes  and  illustrates  the  differences  in  the  reverse  dies  for  the  two 
series  of  1 9'^  century  half  dollars.  Several  years  later  Bill  Bugert  suggested  to  Randy 
Wiley  that  the  1840  half  dollar  with  the  Bust  style  reverse  could  be  a  New  Orleans 
mint  product  because  the  O  mintmark  on  the  1839  Bust  half  dollar  was  on  the  ob- 
verse below  the  bust  of  Miss  Liberty.  Therefore,  any  1840  Seated  half  dollar  struck 
at  the  New  Orleans  mint  from  a  left  over  Bust  reverse  would  not  have  the  identifying 
O  mintmark.  Randy  Wiley  soon  verified  that  two  different  1840  Seated  obverse  dies 
were  used  at  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint  with  an  old  Bust  reverse  to  produce  the 
famous  1840-O  No  Mintmark  Seated  half  dollar  as  it  is  known  today.  Bill  Bugert 
described  the  1 840-O  No  Mintmark  half  dollar  in  Issue  #38  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal 
in  March  1987  with  this  research  well  documented  in  this  new  reference  book  on 
New  Orleans  half  dollars. 


John  McCloskey 
President  LSCC 
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A  Register  of  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollar  Varieties 

Volume  III 

New  Orleans  Branch  Mint,  1840-O  to  1853-0  NA 

A  new  book  on  the  die  varieties  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  from  the  early 
years  at  the  New  Orleans  Branch  Mint  is  now  available.  The  book  was  written  by  Bill 
Bugert  and  includes  special  edits  by  Randy  Wiley,  the  well-known  Liberty  Seated 
half  dollar  expert.   


Some  information  about  the  book  is  given  below: 

1.  The  text  features  special  edits  by  and  consultations  with  Randy  Wiley. 

2.  The  book  gives  details  for  all  217  known  die  marriages  of  New  Orleans  Branch 
Mint  half  dollars  from  the  1840-O  to  the  1853-0  No  Arrows  issues  and  includes 
narratives,  photo  diagnostics  using  oversized  images,  rarity  ratings  and  other 
background  information. 

3.  The  text  includes  nearly  2000  close-up  and  full  coin  photographs. 

4.  The  book  has  531  pages  in  an  8.5  x  11  inch  format  and  weighs  a  massive  5.3 
pounds! 

5.  The  text  is  printed  on  high  quality  100#  anthem  gloss  paper. 

6.  The  book  is  available  in  3-hole  punched  format,  ready  for  your  binder,  or  in  plastic 
comb  binding  format.  Please  specify  format  when  purchase  is  made. 

7.  The  book  is  priced  at  $70  postpaid  for  U.S.  delivery. 

8.  Available  directly  from  the  author  at: 

Bill  Bugert  •  1230  Red  Rock  Road  •  Gettysburg,  PA  17325-6927 


A  REGISTER  OF 
LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF  DOLLAR  VARIETIES 

Volume  ill 
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On  the  Cover 


The  cover  of  this  issue  presents  a  beautifully  toned  1841-0  half  dollar  that  is 
housed  in  an  old  green  PCGS  MS63  holder  with  the  Eliasberg  pedigree.  This  coin 
is  an  example  of  the  WB-101  variety  with  the  Large  O  mintmark  as  described  in  the 
reference  book  The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars  by  Randy  Wiley 
and  Bill  Bugert  that  was  published  in  1 993.  This  coin  is  also  a  late  die  state  example 
of  the  WB-1  die  marriage  as  described  by  Bill  Bugert  in  his  recently  released  publica- 
tion A  Register  of  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollar  Varieties,  Volume  III,  New  Orleans  Branch 
Mint,  1840-O  to  1853-0  NA.  This  piece  has  the  triangular  shaped  cud  in  the  dentils 
between  the  2"^  and  3"^  stars  that  is  characteristic  of  this  obverse.  The  reverse  shows 
the  die  crack  running  from  the  dentils  through  the  first  S  in  STATES  and  continuing 
through  the  field  to  the  eagle's  beak.  This  reverse  also  has  the  crack  running  from 
the  dentils  through  the  C  in  AMERICA  to  the  eagle's  wing.  Other  die  cracks  can  be 
observed  by  examination  of  the  cover  photographs. 

This  coin  has  a  long  pedigree  dating  back  over  a  century  as  reported  by  Heritage 
Auctions  in  their  2010  Boston  ANA  Sale  as  follows:  Nicholas  Retry  Collection;  S.H. 
and  H.  Chapman,  May  1893;  J.M.  Clapp;  John  H.  Clapp;  Clapp  Estate;  1942  to 
Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  The  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection  Sale  by  Bowers  and 
Merena,  Lot  #1 920,  April  1 997;  The  Sundance  Collection  Sale  by  Heritage  Auctions, 
Lot  #2168,  September  2008;  The  2010  Boston  ANA  Sale  by  Heritage  Auctions,  Lot 
#4949,  August  2010;  Rich  Uhrich  Rare  Coins. 

Bill  Bugert 
LSCC  #455 

o 

(  ^ 

Check  Out  our  Website 
briangreerrarecoins.com 

We  have  a  large  inventory  for  all  denominations  of  Liberty  Seated  coinage. 

Brian  Greer  •  LSCC  #716 

Telephone:  (515)  331-3534 
9AM  to  6PM  weekdays,  Central  time 

V  j 
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RICH  UHRICH  RARE  U.S.  COINS  INC. 


HALF  DIMES 

1 844-0  Medium  0,  PCGS  AU55  $3750 

1846     NGC  XF  details,  cleaned   3950 

1853  NA  MS63   1200 


1854 
1864 
1867 


NGCMS65    1500 


ANACSVF20,  business  strike. 


1300 


ANAGSMS62    1850 


DIMES 

1841-  0  Small  o,  Closed  Buds,  VG10  ....  $3500 
1844  ANACS  AU55  details,  cleaned  . . .  2900 

1846      PCGSXF40   4500 

1846      ICGVF20   1800 

1856-S   EF40,  lightly  cleaned   2250 

1860-O  F12  or  close   1700 

1863     PCGS  genuine,  AU,  cleaned   1750 

1863  PCGSVG8   950 

1864  ANACS  VF35,  business  strike. .. .  1550 

1867     G4/G6,  business  strike   1200 

1871  PCGS  PR64  CAC,  nicely  toned. . .  1650 

QUARTERS 

1 842     Large  Date,  PCGS  AU53   $1 400 

1842-  0  Small  date,  PCGS  G6   1000 

1843-  0  Large  0,VF25   1700 

1850-  O  NGCAU50CAC   900 

1851      PCGSVF30   775 

1851  VF35,  original   725 

1851-  0  PCGSF-15CAC   1800 

1852  VF30    675 

1 852/52  Briggs  1  -A,  VF20,  rare  variety ....  975 

1852-  0  VF   1900 

1852-0  PCGSVG10   1600 

1854-0  NGCAU58   995 

1858-S   Briggs  2-B,  VF30,  original   1900 

1862-S    PCGSXF45   2750 

1866     NGC  XF40,  business  strike   2400 

1866  PCGS  VF20,  business  strike   1850 

1866-  S   PCGSXF45   4250 

1867  VF25,  business  strike   1795 

1867-  S   F15   1500 

1871-S  G6/AG3+,  nice  surfaces   1100 

1873  NA  CI  3,  PCGS  genuine,  F12  details  .  2150 

1875-CC  EF-AU   1400 

1878-S   PCGS  genuine,  AU  details   1850 


QUARTERS 

1878-S  VF  lightly  cleaned  $1050 

1884  PCGSMS61  1200 

1 886  PCGS  MS63,  business  strike   3000 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1 838  Judd-79a,  PCGS  PR64  CAC*** .  $30,000 

1 839  ND  PCGS  genuine,  EF40  details  1 1 50 

1 842  Small  Date,  WB-1 03,  DDR,  VF20  ...  800 

1 844-0  Doubled  Date,  PCGS  F1 5  1 750 

1845/45-0  5  far  right,  NGC  MS62***   5000 

1 846  Over  Horizontal  6,  EF40   1 450 

1850  PCGSVF20  1100 

1851  Unc.  details,  obverse  scratches ...  1200 
1 851  PCGS  genuine,  AU53  details   2250 

1851  PCGSF15  1500 

1851-  0  EF45,  lightly  cleaned  675 

1852  AU53,  lightly  cleaned  1750 

1 852-  0  PCGS  genuine,  EF40  details  1 300 

1852-0  EF45    1250 

1852-0  PCGSVF25  1150 

1859  PCGS  MS62  CAC***   2000 

1861-0  NGC  MS64+  CAC***   5000 

1862  NGC  MS62  CAC***   2000 

1866-S  No  Motto,  VF25+,  original  1750 

1870  NGCMS63***   3000 

1 873  NA  Closed  3,  PCGS  AU58  CAC  1 000 

1 873  NA  Open  3,  ANACS  MS60***  27,500 

1874-CC  G4/VG8  1350 

1 874-S  AU55,  very  light  cleaning,  nice ....  1 200 

1 883  AU53,  business  strike,  nice  toning . .  800 

1884  EF45  1100 

1 885  AU50,  very  light  cleaning  995 

1886  AU55,  business  strike  1250 

1887  NGCXF40   1300 

1891  NGCMS63***   1800 

***  denotes  coins  from  Dick  Osburn  Collection 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1847  NGCAU55  $1550 

1848  NGCAU58CAC   5450 

1 854  PCGS  genuine,  AU  details   5250 

1857  VG10,  cleaned  1000 

1871-  CC  NGC  XF  details  11,000 

1872-  CC  VG8/VG10,  lightly  cleaned   2800 


My  website  www.richuhrichcoins.com  has  many  more  Seated  coins  listed  with  pictures 
of  every  Seated  coin  priced  over  $100.  Many  coins  are  available  at  prices  under  $500. 

Rich  Uhrich  •  LSCC  #968 

Telephone:  (717)  533-2935  or  (717)  579-8238  •  E-mail:  richuhrlchcoins@comcast.  net 
Payment  by  check  or  money  order  only.  Please  add  $10  for  postage  and  handling 
on  all  orders.  All  items  subject  to  prior  sale.  Ten  day  return  privilege  for  any  reason.  All 
coins  kept  in  bank  vaults.  Authorized  PCGS  and  NGC  dealer. 
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Measuring  the  Quality  of  the  Gardner 
Seated  Quarter  Collection 

by 

John  McCloskey 

Over  the  past  fifteen  years  Eugene  Gardner  has  built  some  of  the  finest  collections 
of  Seated  coins  ever  assembled.  With  a  sharp  eye  for  quality  and  originality  these 
collections  contain  some  of  the  finest  Seated  coins  in  existence.  Gardner  purchased 
these  coins  quietly  for  a  number  of  years  but  with  the  advent  of  the  NGC  Set  Registry 
he  has  given  us  information  on  his  collections,  including  high  resolution  photographs 
along  with  his  observations  on  provenance  and  die  characteristics  for  many  of  his 
pieces.  In  March  201 1  Len  Augsburger  provided  some  summary  information  on  these 
Seated  collections  in  his  article  Eugene  H.  Gardner:  Liberty  Seated  Collections  of  a 
Lifetime  that  appeared  in  Issue  #110  of  the  journal.  Specifically  he  provided  pictures 
of  some  of  the  outstanding  coins  in  the  collections,  included  comments  on  some  of 
the  pieces  that  were  the  finest  known  of  their  dates  and  gave  an  average  certified 
grade  for  the  coins  in  each  of  the  collections.  This  article  clearly  indicated  that  the 
Gardner  collections  were  outstanding  sets  that  contained  some  magnificent  silver 
coins  produced  at  the  United  States  mint  during  the  19"^  century.  However,  I  would 
like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  present  a  methodology  that  measures  the  quality  of 
each  coin  in  a  Seated  set  against  the  population  of  certified  coins  of  its  date.  This 
method  will  show  which  pieces  rank  at  the  top  of  their  certified  populations  and 
where  other  pieces  fall  within  the  certified  coins  of  their  date. 

I  will  apply  this  methodology  to  the  Seated  quarters  in  the  Gardner  collection  and 
illustrate  the  procedure  for  the  1838  quarter  in  this  collection.  The  Gardner  1838 
quarter  has  been  certified  as  PCGS  MS65  and  is  described  as  a  wonderful  coin  with 
good  luster,  a  strong  strike  throughout  with  beautiful  natural  toning.  This  piece  was 
purchased  by  Gardner  as  Lot  #6477  in  the  Heritage  auction  of  September  2002. 


1858-S  Quarter  from  Gardner  Collection  Certified  as  NGC  MS62 
Image  from  Richmond  Collection  Sale  used  on  Cover  of  Issues  #91  to  #93 
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An  examination  of  the  certified  population  for  the  1838  quarter  as  of  June  201 1 
shows  that  PCGS  has  certified  a  total  of  1 79  pieces  with  two  in  MS65,  three  in  MS66 
and  one  in  MS68.  The  NGC  population  shows  a  total  of  148  certified  coins  with  five 
in  MS65,  two  in  MS66  and  one  in  MS67.  Total  certified  coins  from  PCGS  and  NGC 
combined  is  327  with  seven  in  MS65,  five  in  MS66,  one  in  MS67  and  one  in  MS68.  The 
Percentile  Rank  for  the  1838  quarter  in  the  Gardner  Collection  would  therefore  be: 

Percentile  Rank  =  Total  Coins  at  Gardner  Grade  and  Below /Total  Coins  Certified 
by  PCGS  and  NGC  Combined  =  320  /  327  =  97.86. 

This  calculation  shows  that  as  of  June  201 1  there  were  327  Seated  quarters  dated 
1 838  certified  by  PCGS  and  NGC  combined  and  that  320  of  them  were  certified  at  the 
Gardner  grade  or  below.  The  Percentile  Rank  indicates  that  97.86%  of  the  certified 
coins  of  this  date  were  graded  at  or  below  the  Gardner  specimen.  It  is  also  recognized 
that  the  Percentile  Rank  is  not  a  perfect  measure  because  it  is  constantly  changing 
value  as  new  coins  are  being  added  to  the  certified  population.  If  additional  1838 
quarters  are  certified  at  grades  equal  to  or  below  the  Gardner  grade,  the  Percentile 
Rank  will  go  up  slightly  while  coins  added  to  the  population  at  grades  higher  than 
the  Gardner  specimen  will  result  in  a  slight  decrease  in  the  Percentile  Rank.  It  is  also 
understood  that  the  327  certifications  for  coins  of  this  date  do  not  necessarily  represent 
327  different  coins  as  some  pieces  will  be  submitted  multiple  times  for  certification. 
At  the  same  time  the  7  certifications  at  grades  above  the  Gardner  specimen  do  not 
necessarily  represent  seven  different  pieces  as  some  of  these  certifications  may 
also  represent  the  same  coin.  Nevertheless,  the  Percentile  Rank  provides  a  reliable 
measure  to  determine  the  placement  of  an  individual  coin  among  those  pieces  in 
the  certified  population  at  any  point  in  time. 

Additional  information  about  each  of  the  Gardner  coins  will  be  provided  along  with 
a  calculation  of  the  Percentile  Rank  for  each  coin  in  the  collection.  This  information 
will  be  provided  by  mint  of  origin  for  each  of  the  facilities  that  struck  Seated  quarters 
during  the  19'^  century. 

New  Orleans  Mint  Quarters 

Seated  quarters  were  struck  at  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint  from  1840  until  the 
beginning  of  the  Civil  War  in  1860.  Quarter  production  was  resumed  at  this  facility 
during  the  final  year  of  the  Seated  series  in  1891.  There  were  21  Seated  quarters 
produced  in  New  Orleans  during  this  period  with  the  grade  of  the  Gardner  coin  and 
the  Percentile  Rank  for  each  of  these  coins  provided  in  Table  1 .  This  table  shows 
that  the  percentile  rank  for  twelve  of  the  21  issues  was  calculated  to  be  1 00.00  indi- 
cating that  for  these  issues  the  Gardner  coin  was  at  least  tied  for  the  finest  certified 
of  its  date.  The  data  shows  that  the  lowest  grade  for  the  21  New  Orleans  coins  was 
PCGS  MS62  for  the  1852-0  quarter  while  the  highest  grade  was  NGC  MS67  for 
the  1 841  -O,  1 854-0  and  1 855-0  quarters.  The  average  grade  for  the  21  pieces  has 
been  calculated  to  be  MS64.67.  The  data  also  shows  the  lowest  Percentile  Rank 
was  97.89  for  the  1 891  -O  quarter  indicating  that  all  of  the  New  Orleans  coins  in  the 
collection  rank  in  the  upper  2.1%  of  their  certified  populations.  Furthermore  the  table 
also  shows  that  only  1 1  coins  from  the  entire  New  Orleans  series  were  certified  in 
higher  grades  than  the  pieces  in  the  Gardner  collection.  This  is  truly  a  remarkable 
set  of  New  Orleans  quarters  and  undoubtedly  the  finest  collection  of  these  pieces 
ever  assembled. 
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Table  1 

Gardner  Liberty  Seated  Quarters,  June  2011,  New  Orleans  Branch  Mint 


Certified 

At  or  Below 

Percentile 

Date 

Certified  Grade 

PCGS  &  NGC 

uaraner  oraae 

Dank 

1840-O  ND 

NGC  MS65 

216 

1 D 

1  uu.uu 

1 840-O  WD 

PCGS  MS65 

134 

1  o4 

1  uu.uu 

1841-0 

NGC  MS67 

124 

1 1^4 

1  nn  nn 
1  uu.uu 

1842-0  Sm  Dt 

NGC  MS63 

59 

CO 

■\  An  nn 
1  uu.uu 

1 842-0  Lg  Dt 

PCGS  MS64 

101 

1  U1 

1  nn  nn 
1  UU.UU 

1 843-0 

NGC  MS64 

88 

87 

1 844-0 

PCGS  MS65 

105 

104 

OQ  nc; 

yy.utj 

1 847-0 

PCGS  MS63 

77 

76 

OQ  7n 

1 849-0 

&  1           ft  ft  ^ 

NGC  MS64 

85 

85 

■i  nn  nn 

1  uu.uu 

1 850-O 

k  1           ft  ft  ^ 

NGC  MS65 

132 

131 

nn  0/1 

yy.^:4 

1851-0 

&  1           ft  ft  ^^^^ 

NGC  MS63 

73 

73 

H  nn  nn 
1  UU.UU 

1 852-0 

PCGS  MS62 

74 

73 

no  cc 
yo.bo 

1 853-0 

PCGS  MS64 

165 

163 

no  "7n 

yo./y 

1 854-0 

ft  ■           ft  ft  y\^^ 

NGC  MS67 

167 

167 

H  nn  nn 

1  UU.UU 

1 855-0 

ft  ■           ft  ft  y\ 

NGC  MS67 

54 

54 

H  nn  nn 

1  ou.uu 

1 856-0 

NGC  MS65 

122 

121 

99.1 8 

1 857-0 

PCGS  MS64 

132 

132 

H  /^/^  r\r\ 

100.00 

1858-0 

NGC  MS65 

88 

88 

100.00 

1859-0 

NGC  MS65 

77 

76 

98.70 

1860-O 

PCGS  MS66 

155 

155 

100.00 

1891-0 

PCGS  MS65 

95 

93 

97.89 

Total 

2323 

2312 

The  1 840-O  No  Drapery  quarter  is  a  beautifully  toned  coin  that  has  been  certified 
as  NGC  MS65.  This  is  the  Eliasberg  coin  and  an  example  of  the  Briggs  2-B  variety 
that  is  tied  for  the  finest  certified  of  its  date.  The  1 840-O  With  Drapery  quarter  is  a 
brilliant  uncirculated  coin  and  an  example  of  the  Briggs  2-C  variety.  This  piece  clearly 
shows  the  diagnostic  die  crack  through  the  lower  part  of  the  obverse  shield  and  has 
been  certified  as  PCGS  MS65.  This  piece  is  also  tied  for  the  finest  certified  of  its  date. 
The  1841-0  quarter  is  a  beautiful  brilliant  uncirculated  gem  that  has  been  certified 
as  NGC  MS67.  This  piece  is  one  of  the  highest  certified  New  Orleans  quarters  in  the 
collection  and  the  finest  graded  of  its  date.  The  1 842-0  Small  Date  quarter  is  one  of 
the  great  rarities  in  the  series  and  this  specimen  has  been  certified  as  NGC  MS63. 
It  is  beautifully  toned,  the  finest  graded  of  its  date  and  clearly  shows  the  die  defect 
through  the  horizontal  stripes  of  the  reverse  shield.  The  1842-0  Large  0  quarter  is 
sharply  struck  with  colorful  toning  and  has  been  certified  as  PCGS  MS64.  This  is  the 
Pittman  coin  and  it  is  tied  for  the  finest  certified. 


37 


The  1843-0  quarter  is  deeply  toned  and  struck  from  heavily  rusted  dies.  It  has 
the  Small  o  mintmark  and  has  been  certified  as  NGC  MS64.  One  piece  has  been 
graded  higher,  an  example  certified  as  NGC  MS65.  The  1844-0  quarter  is  a  brilliant 
uncirculated  coin  with  light  colored  toning  that  has  been  certified  as  PCGS  MS65. 
Only  one  example  has  been  graded  higher,  a  piece  certified  as  NGC  MS66.  The 
1847-0  quarter  is  colorfully  toned  with  a  few  light  abrasions  on  the  obverse  field 
and  has  been  certified  as  PCGS  MS63.  This  coin  has  numerous  die  cracks  through 
the  reverse  lettering  that  extend  to  the  eagle  in  many  places.  One  piece  has  been 
graded  higher,  an  example  certified  as  PCGS  MS64. 

The  1 849-0  quarter  is  an  attractive  coin  that  is  heavily  toned  and  certified  as  NGC 
MS64.  This  coin  is  from  the  Richmond  Collection  and  it  is  tied  for  the  finest  certified 
of  its  date.  The  1850-O  quarter  has  been  certified  as  NGC  MS65  with  only  one  coin 
graded  higher,  an  example  certified  as  NGC  MS66.  The  1851-0  quarter  is  a  brilliant 
uncirculated  coin  that  has  been  certified  as  NGC  MS63.  It  has  a  strong  strike  on  both 
the  obverse  and  reverse  and  is  the  finest  certified  of  its  date.  The  1852-0  quarter  is 
brilliant  uncirculated  with  light  toning  and  has  been  certified  as  PCGS  MS62.  Only 
one  coin  has  been  graded  higher,  a  piece  certified  as  PCGS  MS63. 

The  1 853-0  With  Arrows  quarter  is  colorfully  toned  and  has  been  certified  as  PCGS 
MS64.  This  piece  shows  a  die  crack  that  extends  from  the  6'^  star  to  Miss  Liberty's 
head.  Two  coins  have  been  graded  higher,  one  piece  as  NGC  MS65  and  another  as 
NGC  MS66  .  The  1854-0  quarter  has  been  certified  as  NGC  MS67  and  is  the  finest 
certified  of  its  date.  The  1855-0  quarter  is  a  gem  from  the  Eliasberg  Collection  that 
has  been  certified  as  NGC  MS67.  This  coin  was  struck  from  a  heavily  lapped  reverse 
die  and  shows  some  weak  lettering  in  the  legend.  However  it  is  still  the  finest  graded 
coin  of  its  date.  The  1856-0  quarter  is  a  beautiful  coin  with  original  toning  that  has 
been  certified  as  NGC  MS65.  Only  one  piece  is  graded  higher,  a  coin  certified  as 
NGC  MS66.  The  1 857-0  quarter  has  been  certified  as  PCGS  MS64  and  is  tied  for  the 
finest  certified.  The  1858-0  quarter  has  been  certified  as  NGC  MS65  and  is  tied  for 
the  finest  certified.  The  1859-0  quarter  is  a  colorfully  toned  specimen  with  beautiful 
surfaces.  It  has  been  certified  as  NGC  MS65  with  only  one  coin  graded  higher,  a 
piece  certified  as  NGC  MS67.  The  1860-O  quarter  is  a  lightly  toned  coin  that  has 


1841-0  Quarter  from  Gardner  Collection  Certified  as  NGC  MS67 
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been  certified  as  PCGS  MS66.  The  reverse  has  a  very  weak  mintmark  but  this  piece 
is  the  finest  certified  of  its  date. 

The  last  New  Orleans  issue  in  the  series  is  the  1891-0  quarter  that  was  struck 
more  than  thirty  years  after  the  previous  issue  in  1 860,  just  before  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  War  The  1891-0  quarter  is  brilliant  uncirculated  and  certified  as  PCGS  MS65. 
Two  coins  have  been  graded  higher,  these  being  one  piece  certified  as  PCGS  MS67 
and  another  as  NGC  MS68. 

San  Francisco  Mint  Quarters 

Production  of  Seated  quarters  began  at  the  San  Francisco  mint  in  1855  and  they 
continued  to  be  struck  during  most  years  through  1878.  The  two  final  issues  were 
produced  in  1 888  and  during  the  last  year  of  the  Seated  series  in  1 891 .  There  were 
24  Seated  quarters  produced  at  the  San  Francisco  mint  during  this  period  with  the 
grade  of  the  Gardner  coin  and  the  Percentile  Rank  for  each  of  these  coins  given  in 
Table  2.  This  table  shows  that  the  Percentile  Rank  for  twelve  of  the  24  issues  was 
calculated  to  be  1 00.00  indicating  that  half  of  the  Gardner  coins  from  this  mint  were 
at  least  tied  for  the  finest  certified  of  their  date.  The  data  shows  that  the  lowest  grade 
for  the  24  San  Francisco  issues  was  NGC  AU58  for  the  1 859-S  and  1 861  -S  quarters, 
two  issues  for  which  no  coins  have  been  certified  in  mint  state.  The  highest  grade 
was  NGC  MS67  for  the  1 867-S  quarter  and  PCGS  MS67  for  the  1 874-S  and  1 877-S 
quarters.  The  average  grade  for  the  24  pieces  was  calculated  to  be  MS64.37.  The 
data  also  shows  that  the  lowest  Percentile  Rank  was  96.34  for  the  1 867-S  quarter 
indicating  that  all  of  the  San  Francisco  coins  in  the  collection  rank  in  the  upper  3.7% 
of  their  certified  populations.  Furthermore  the  table  also  shows  that  only  31  coins 
from  the  entire  San  Francisco  series  were  certified  in  higher  grades  than  the  pieces 
in  the  Gardner  collection.  This  is  a  significant  accomplishment  considering  the  rarity 
of  many  of  the  issues  in  the  San  Francisco  mint  series. 

The  1855-S  quarter  is  a  beautifully  toned  coin  that  has  been  certified  as  PCGS 
MS64.  Only  two  coins  have  been  graded  higher,  one  piece  as  NGC  MS65  and  another 
as  PCGS  MS65.  The  1856-S  quarter  has  brown  and  golden  toning  and  has  been 
certified  as  PCGS  MS64.  Only  one  coin  has  been  graded  higher,  a  piece  certified  as 
PCGS  MS65.  The  1 857-S  quarter  is  a  lightly  toned  piece  from  the  Eliasberg  Collection 
that  has  been  certified  as  PCGS  MS64.  Only  one  piece  has  been  graded  higher,  a 
coin  certified  as  NGC  MS66.  The  1858-S  quarter  is  a  brilliant  uncirculated  specimen 
that  has  been  certified  as  NGC  MS62.  This  coin  is  from  the  Richmond  Collection, 
the  finest  certified  and  the  only  piece  known  in  mint  state.  The  1 859-S  quarter  is  a 
beautiful  coin  showing  only  minimal  wear  that  has  been  certified  as  NGC  AU58.  This 
piece  is  tied  for  the  finest  graded  with  no  coins  certified  in  mint  state. 

The  1860-S  quarter  is  very  rare  in  high  grades  and  this  piece  is  a  beautiful  coin 
that  has  been  certified  as  NGC  MS61 .  This  piece  is  from  the  James  Gray  Collection, 
the  finest  graded  and  the  only  coin  certified  in  mint  state.  The  1861-S  quarter  is  a 
beautiful  nearly  mint  state  piece  that  has  been  certified  as  NGC  AU58.  This  coin  is 
tied  for  the  finest  graded  with  no  examples  known  in  mint  state.  The  1 862-S  quarter 
is  a  beautiful  brilliant  uncirculated  coin  that  has  been  certified  as  PCGS  MS64.  This 
piece  is  tied  for  the  finest  certified  and  a  stunningly  beautiful  no  motto  coin.  The 
1864-S  quarter  is  a  beautiful  brilliant  uncirculated  coin  with  golden  toning  through 
the  lettering  on  the  reverse  that  has  been  certified  as  NGC  MS64.  Two  pieces  have 
been  graded  higher,  one  coin  certified  as  NGC  MS65  and  another  as  NGC  MS68. 
The  1865-S  quarter  is  a  beautiful  brilliant  uncirculated  coin  that  has  been  certified 
as  PCGS  MS66.  It  is  tied  for  the  finest  certified  coin  of  this  date. 
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Table  2 

Gardner  Liberty  Seated  Quarters,  June  2011,  San  Francisco  Branch  Mint 


Date 

Certified 

At  or  Below 

Pprppntilo 
1  CI  wci  line 

Certified  Grade 

PCGS  &  NGC 

Gardner  Grade 

Ranl( 

1855-S 

PCGS  MS64 

67 

65 

97.01 

1856-S 

PCGS  M864 

69 

68 

98.55 

1857-S 

PCGS  M864 

84 

83 

98.81 

1858-S 

NGC  M862 

53 

53 

100.00 

1859-S 

NGC  AU58 

58 

58 

100.00 

1860-S 

NGC  MS61 

51 

51 

100.00 

1861-S 

NGC  AU58 

70 

70 

100.00 

1862-S 

PCGS  MS64 

96 

96 

100.00 

1864-S 

NGC  M864 

83 

81 

97.59 

1865-S 

PCGS  MS66 

86 

86 

100.00 

1866-S 

NGC  M865 

59 

58 

98.31 

1867-S 

NGC  M867 

48 

48 

100.00 

1868-S 

NGC  MS66 

81 

80 

98.76 

1869-S 

PCGS  M864 

82 

79 

96.34 

1871-S 

PCGS  MS66 

63 

63 

100.00 

1872-S 

NGC  MS66 

43 

43 

100.00 

1873-S 

NGC  MS64 

103 

101 

98.06 

1874-S 

PCGS  MS67 

354 

354 

100.00 

1875-S 

PCGS  MS65 

162 

159 

98.15 

1876-8 

NGC  MS66 

546 

546 

100.00 

1877-S 

PCGS  MS67 

671 

670 

99.85 

1878-S 

PCGS  MS66 

63 

63 

100.00 

1888-8 

NGC  MS66 

226 

223 

98.67 

1891-8 

PCGS  MS65 

335 

324 

96.72 

Total 

3553 

3522 

The  1866-8  quarter  is  the  first  of  the  With  Motto  coins  and  this  piece  is  a  brilliant 
uncirculated  specimen  that  has  been  certified  as  NGC  MS65.  Only  one  piece  has 
been  graded  higher,  a  coin  certified  as  PCGS  MS66.  The  1 867-8  quarter  is  a  beautiful 
brilliant  uncirculated  gem  that  has  been  certified  as  NGC  MS67.  This  piece  is  by  far 
the  finest  certified  coin  of  its  date.  The  1868-8  quarter  has  been  certified  as  NGC 
M866  and  is  one  of  three  coins  at  this  level.  Only  one  coin  has  been  graded  higher,  a 
piece  certified  as  PCGS  M867.  The  1 869-8  quarter  is  a  beautiful  brilliant  uncirculated 
coin  that  has  been  certified  as  PCGS  M864.  This  piece  has  the  circular  die  crack 
through  the  obverse  stars  that  is  typically  seen  on  many  coins  of  this  date.  Three 
coins  have  been  graded  higher,  a  piece  certified  as  PCGS  M865  and  two  others  as 
NGC  M865  and  NGC  MS66. 
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The  1871-S  quarter  is  a  beautifully  toned  coin  that  has  been  certified  as  PCGS 
MS66.  This  piece  has  beautiful  golden  toning  around  the  edges  on  both  the  obverse 
and  reverse  and  is  tied  for  the  finest  certified  of  its  date.  The  1872-S  quarter  is  a 
brilliant  uncirculated  gem  from  the  Richmond  Collection  that  has  been  certified  as 
NGC  MS66.  It  is  tied  for  the  finest  certified  of  its  date. 

The  1 873-S  With  Arrows  quarter  is  a  lightly  toned  coin  from  the  Richmond  Collec- 
tion that  has  been  certified  as  NGC  MS64.  Two  coins  have  been  graded  higher,  one 
piece  certified  as  NGC  MS65  and  another  as  PCGS  MS65.  The  1874-S  quarter  is  a 
beautiful  coin  with  golden  toning  that  has  been  certified  as  PCGS  MS67.  This  piece 
is  tied  for  the  finest  certified  of  its  date.  The  1 875-S  quarter  is  a  beautifully  toned  coin 
with  a  light  circular  die  crack  on  the  obverse  that  runs  from  the  6'^  star  clockwise  to 
the  12'^  star  This  piece  has  been  certified  as  PCGS  MS65  with  three  coins  graded 
higher.  These  are  two  pieces  certified  as  PCGS  MS66  and  another  as  NGC  MS66. 

The  1876-S  quarter  has  orange  and  violet  toning  around  its  edges  on  both  the 
obverse  and  reverse  and  has  been  certified  as  NGC  MS66.  It  is  tied  for  the  finest 
certified  of  its  date.  The  1877-S  quarter  is  a  beautifully  toned  gem  with  orange  high- 
lights through  the  center  and  a  ring  of  red,  blue  and  violet  toning  around  the  edges 
on  both  the  obverse  and  reverse.  This  piece  has  been  certified  as  PCGS  MS67 
with  one  coin  graded  higher,  this  being  a  piece  certified  as  NGC  MS68.  The  1878-S 
quarter  is  a  lightly  toned  coin  from  the  Eliasberg  Collection.  It  has  been  certified  as 
PCGS  MS66  and  is  tied  for  the  finest  certified  of  its  date.  The  1 888-S  quarter  is  from 
the  Pittman  Collection  and  is  beautifully  toned  showing  orange  highlights  through 
the  middle  of  the  obverse  and  reverse  with  mostly  blue  and  violet  toning  around  the 
edges.  This  piece  has  been  certified  as  NGC  MS66  with  three  pieces  graded  higher. 
These  are  two  coins  certified  as  NGC  MS67  and  another  piece  as  PCGS  MS67.  The 
1891-S  quarter  has  been  certified  as  PCGS  MS65  but  there  are  1 1  coins  that  have 
been  graded  higher.  These  are  nine  coins  certified  as  MS66  from  both  services  and 
two  others  certified  as  PCGS  MS67. 


1872-S  Quarter  from  Gardner  Collection  Certified  as  NGC  IVIS66 
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Carson  City  Mint  Quarters 

Liberty  Seated  quarters  were  struck  at  the  Carson  City  mint  for  only  a  nine  year 
period  from  1870  to  1878.  Mint  state  and  even  high  grade  circulated  coins  are  very 
difficult  to  obtain  from  the  first  four  years  of  quarter  production.  There  were  9  Seated 
quarters  produced  at  the  Carson  City  mint  during  this  period  with  the  grade  of  the 
Gardner  coin  and  the  Percentile  Rank  for  each  of  these  pieces  given  in  Table  3.  It 
should  be  noted  that  the  collection  does  not  contain  an  1872-CC  quarter,  an  issue 
that  is  very  rare  in  grades  approaching  mint  state  and  higher.  The  table  shows  that 
all  but  two  of  the  coins  have  a  Percentile  Rank  in  the  upper  4.8%  of  their  certified 
population  with  two  of  the  later  issues  showing  a  Percentile  Rank  of  1 00.00.  The  data 
shows  that  the  lowest  grade  for  coins  from  the  Carson  City  mint  was  PCGS  XF40  for 
the  very  rare  1870-CC  quarter  with  a  highest  grade  of  PCGS  MS67  for  the  1877-CC 
quarter.  The  average  grade  for  the  eight  Gardner  coins  is  AU59.5.  The  1873-CC  No 
Arrows  quarter  had  the  lowest  Percentile  Rank  of  40.00  but  this  is  deceiving  since 
there  are  only  five  known  examples  of  this  rarity  and  three  of  them  are  in  mint  state. 
The  table  also  shows  that  only  34  coins  have  been  graded  higher  than  the  Gardner 
specimens  but  this  number  does  not  include  the  population  of  1872-CC  quarters. 

The  1 870-CC  quarter  is  one  of  the  key  dates  in  the  Seated  quarter  series  and  the 
Gardner  specimen  is  a  nice  gray  coin  with  a  minimum  of  surface  marks  that  has 
been  certified  as  PCGS  XF40.  In  spite  of  this  lower  grade  only  nine  pieces  have  been 
certified  at  grades  higher  than  XF40.  Five  pieces  have  been  certified  as  XF45  from 
both  services,  one  piece  as  PCGS  AU50,  another  as  NGC  AU53,  another  as  PCGS 
AU55  and  the  Eliasberg  Coin  as  the  only  mint  state  piece  at  NGC  MS64.  The  1871- 
CC  quarter  is  a  beautiful  near  mint  state  piece  with  beautiful  surfaces  that  has  been 
certified  as  PCGS  AU55.  Although  it  has  generally  been  reported  that  there  are  three 
mint  state  pieces  of  this  rarity,  only  two  coins  have  been  graded  higher  by  the  two 
services.  These  are  pieces  certified  as  NGC  MS65  and  another  as  PCGS  MS65.  The 
Gardner  Collection  does  not  currently  include  an  1872-CC  quarter  so  no  statistics 
have  been  provided  for  this  issue. 


Table  3 

Gardner  Liberty  Seated  Quarters,  June  2011,  Carson  City  Branch  IVIint 


Certified 

At  or  Below 

Percentile 

Date 

Certified  Grade 

PCGS  &  NGC 

Gardner  Grade 

Rank 

1870-CC 

PCGS  XF40 

67 

58 

86.57 

1871-CC 

PCGS  AU55 

42 

40 

95.24 

1873-CC  NA 

PCGS  MS63 

5 

2 

40.00 

1873-CC  WA 

PCGS  AU55 

58 

56 

96.55 

1875-CC 

PCGS  MS65 

111 

111 

100.00 

1876-CC 

PCGS  MS65 

570 

553 

97.02 

1 877-CC 

PCGS  MS67 

931 

931 

100.00 

1 878-CC 

PCGS  MS66 

491 

490 

99.80 

Total 

2275 

2241 
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The  1873-CC  No  Arrows  quarter  is  the  rarest  in  the  series  with  only  five  known 
specimens,  three  of  which  are  known  to  be  mint  state.  This  coin  is  from  the  Eliasberg 
Collection  and  has  been  certified  as  PCGS  MS63.  Three  pieces  have  been  reported 
to  have  been  graded  higher,  one  has  been  certified  as  PCGS  MS64,  another  as  NGC 
MS64  and  still  another  as  NGC  MS66.  These  three  certifications  cannot  all  represent 
different  coins  since  there  are  only  two  known  examples  of  this  rarity  in  mint  state 
besidestheGardnerspecimen.  Nevertheless,  the  Percentile  Rank  has  been  calculated 
based  upon  the  population  reports  and  duplicates  have  not  been  deleted  from  the 
data.  The  1873-CC  With  Arrows  quarter  is  a  beautiful  near  uncirculated  piece  with 
minimal  surface  marks  that  has  been  certified  as  PCGS  AU55.  Only  two  mint  state 
coins  have  been  graded  higher,  these  being  one  piece  certified  as  PCGS  MS64  and 
another  as  NGC  MS65. 

The  remaining  four  Carson  City  issues  are  much  more  available  in  mint  state 
grades  and  the  Gardner  coins  are  all  choice  examples  of  these  issues.  The  1 875-CC 
quarter  is  a  beautifully  toned  coin  with  brightly  colored  areas  around  the  edges  that 
has  been  certified  as  PCGS  MS65.  This  piece  is  tied  for  the  finest  certified  of  its  date. 
The  1 876-CC  quarter  has  a  lightly  toned  obverse  but  beautiful  orange  and  blue  toning 
around  the  edges  on  the  reverse.  This  piece  has  been  certified  as  PCGS  MS65  but 
there  are  17  pieces  graded  higher.  These  are  13  coins  certified  as  MS66  and  four 
more  as  MS67  from  both  services.  The  1877-CC  quarter  is  a  beautifully  toned  coin 
that  has  been  certified  as  PCGS  MS67,  a  piece  tied  for  the  finest  certified  of  its  date. 
The  1 878-CC  quarter  is  lightly  toned  on  the  obverse  with  brilliant  yellow,  orange  and 
violet  toning  on  the  reverse.  This  coin  shows  the  long  obverse  die  scratch  that  runs 
from  Miss  Liberty's  arm  to  her  knee.  This  piece  has  been  certified  as  PCGS  MS66 
with  one  coin  graded  higher,  this  being  a  specimen  certified  as  NGC  MS67. 

Philadelphia  Mint  Quarters 

Seated  quarters  were  produced  at  the  Philadelphia  mint  every  year  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  series  in  1838  to  its  end  in  1891.  Mint  state  examples  of  most  dates 
from  this  minting  facility  are  much  easier  to  obtain  than  those  from  the  three  branch 
mints.  There  were  57  Seated  quarters  produced  at  the  Philadelphia  mint  during  this 
period  with  the  grade  of  the  Gardner  coin  and  the  Percentile  Rank  for  each  of  these 
pieces  given  in  Table  4.  The  table  shows  that  the  Percentile  Rank  for  25  of  these  57 
issues  was  calculated  to  be  100.00  indicating  that  nearly  half  of  the  Gardner  coins 
from  this  mint  were  at  least  tied  for  the  finest  certified  of  their  date.  The  data  shows 
that  the  lowest  grade  for  the  57  Philadelphia  issues  was  PCGS  AU58  for  the  1873 
No  Arrows  Closed  3  quarter,  a  rarity  that  is  very  rare  in  mint  state.  The  next  lowest 
grade  would  be  MS64  for  the  1 840, 1 848, 1 867  and  1 873  With  Arrows  quarters.  The 
average  grade  for  the  57  pieces  was  calculated  to  be  MS66.04.  The  data  shows 
that  the  lowest  Percentile  Rank  was  85.29  for  the  very  rare  1873  No  Arrows  Closed 
3  quarter  and  that  all  but  seven  of  the  Percentile  Ranks  were  in  the  upper  2%  of  the 
certified  populations.  Finally,  the  table  also  shows  that  there  were  only  119  pieces 
graded  higher  for  all  of  the  57  issues  from  the  Philadelphia  mint,  or  an  average  of 
about  two  coins  per  issue. 

The  1 838  quarter  has  been  certified  as  PCGS  MS65  with  only  seven  pieces  graded 
higher  as  described  earlier  in  this  article.  The  1839  quarter  is  a  lightly  toned  gem 
that  has  been  certified  as  NGC  MS67  and  is  the  highest  graded  of  its  date.  The  1 840 
quarter  is  a  brilliant  uncirculated  coin  that  has  been  certified  as  PCGS  MS64.  Three 
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Table  4 

Gardner  Liberty  Seated  Quarters,  June  2011,  Philadelphia  Mint 


Certified 

At  or  Below 

Percentile 

Date 

Certified  Grade 

PCGS  &  NGC 

Gardner  Grade 

Rank 

1838 

PCGS  MS65 

327 

320 

97.86 

1839 

NGC  MS67 

256 

256 

100.00 

1840 

PCGS  MS64 

72 

69 

95.83 

1841 

NGC  MS65 

93 

92 

98.92 

1842  Lg  Dt 

NGC  MS65 

82 

82 

100.00 

1843 

PCGS  MS65 

148 

147 

99.32 

1844 

PCGS  MS65 

131 

131 

100.00 

1845 

PCGS  MS65 

185 

184 

99.46 

1846 

PCGS  MS65 

112 

111 

99.11 

1847 

PCGS  MS65 

125 

125 

100.00 

1848 

NGC  MS64 

71 

68 

95.77 

1849 

NGC  MS65 

85 

85 

100.00 

1850 

NGC  MS67 

72 

72 

100.00 

1851 

NGC  MS65 

73 

72 

98.63 

1852 

PCGS  MS66 

99 

99 

100.00 

1 853  NA 

NGC  MS68 

86 

86 

100.00 

1 853  WA 

PCGS  MS66 

1914 

1909 

99.74 

1854 

PCGS  MS67 

983 

983 

100.00 

1855 

NGC  MS67 

246 

246 

100.00 

1856 

PCGS  MS66 

420 

420 

100.00 

1857 

NGC  MS67 

771 

769 

99.74 

1858 

PCGS  MS66 

678 

674 

99.41 

1859 

NGC  MS65 

223 

218 

97.76 

1860 

NGC  MS66 

197 

196 

99.49 

1861 

NGC  MS67 

1024 

1024 

100.00 

1862 

PCGS  MS67 

319 

318 

99.69 

1863 

NGC  MS66 

123 

123 

100.00 

1864 

PCGS  MS67 

128 

127 

99.69 

1865 

PCGS  MS66 

99 

98 

98.99 

1866 

NGC  MS66 

82 

81 

98.78 

1867 

PCGS  MS64 

75 

74 

98.67 

1868 

PCGS  MS66 

82 

82 

100.00 

1869 

NGC  MS66 

60 

60 

100.00 

1870 

PCGS  MS66 

81 

81 

100.00 

1871 

NGC  MS67 

76 

75 

98.68 
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Certified 

At  or  Below 

Percentile 

Date 

Certified  Grade 

PCGS  &  NGC 

Gardner  Grade 

Rank 

1872 

NGC  MS67 

100 

100 

100.00 

1873  NA  CI3 

PCGS  AU58 

34 

29 

85.29 

1873  NA  Op3 

PCGS  MS66 

70 

70 

100.00 

1873  WA 

PCGS  MS64 

428 

402 

93.92 

1874 

NGC  MS66 

190 

188 

98.95 

1875 

PCGS  MS66 

556 

546 

98.20 

1876 

PCGS  MS67 

995 

995 

100.00 

1877 

PCGS  MS67 

686 

678 

98.83 

1878 

PCGS  MS66 

198 

198 

100.00 

1879 

PCGS  MS67 

421 

412 

97.86 

1880 

PCGS  MS67 

324 

320 

98.77 

1881 

NGC  MS67 

214 

212 

99.07 

1882 

NGC  MS68 

176 

176 

100.00 

1883 

PCGS  MS67 

172 

172 

100.00 

1884 

PCGS  MS67 

198 

198 

100.00 

1885 

PCGS  MS67 

203 

202 

99.51 

1886 

PCGS  MS67 

105 

105 

100.00 

1887 

PCGS  MS67 

212 

211 

99.53 

1888 

PCGS  MS67 

268 

263 

98.13 

1889 

PCGS  MS67 

361 

357 

98.89 

1890 

NGC  MS68 

363 

363 

100.00 

1891 

PCGS  MS67 

1188 

1187 

99.92 

Total 

17,060 

16,941 

coins  have  been  graded  higher,  one  piece  as  NGC  MS65  and  two  others  as  PCGS 
MS65.  The  1 841  quarter  is  brilliant  uncirculated  and  has  been  certified  as  NGC  MS65 
with  one  coin  graded  higher,  a  piece  certified  as  PCGS  MS66.  The  1 842  Large  Date 
quarter  has  bright  orange  toning  in  its  centers  with  red  and  violet  toning  around  its 
edges.  This  piece  is  from  the  Pittman  Collection  and  has  been  certified  as  NGC  MS65. 
It  is  tied  for  the  finest  certified.  The  1843, 1844,  1845,  1846  and  1847  quarters  have 
all  been  certified  as  PCGS  MS65.  The  1 844  and  1 847  quarters  are  tied  for  the  finest 
certified  while  the  1 843, 1 845  and  1 846  quarters  each  have  one  piece  graded  higher, 
a  coin  certified  as  NGC  MS66  in  each  case.  The  1848  quarter  has  been  certified 
as  NGC  MS64  with  three  pieces  graded  higher,  a  coin  certified  as  PCGS  MS65, 
another  as  NGC  MS65  and  a  third  as  NGC  MS66.  The  1849  quarter  is  a  beautifully 
toned  piece  that  has  been  certified  as  NGC  MS65  that  is  tied  for  the  finest  certified. 
The  1850  quarter  is  a  beautifully  toned  gem  that  has  been  certified  as  NGC  MS67. 
This  piece  clearly  shows  the  extra  1  on  the  rim  and  is  the  finest  certified  example  of 
its  date.  The  1851  quarter  has  been  certified  as  NGC  MS65  with  one  piece  graded 
higher,  a  coin  certified  as  PCGS  MS66.  The  1 852  quarter  has  been  certified  as  PCGS 
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MS66  and  is  tied  for  the  finest  certified  of  its  date.  The  1853  No  Arrows  quarter  is  a 
beautifully  toned  gem  with  areas  of  yellow,  red  and  blue  toning  around  the  edges.  It 
has  been  certified  as  NGC  MS68  and  is  the  finest  certified  of  its  date  and  only  one 
of  a  few  early  quarters  that  have  been  certified  at  this  level. 

The  1 853  With  Arrows  quarter  is  beautifully  toned  and  has  been  certified  as  PCGS 
MS66.  Five  coins  are  graded  higher,  these  being  MS67  coins  from  both  services. 
The  1854  quarter  has  been  certified  as  PCGS  MS67,  the  1855  as  NGC  MS67  and 
the  1856  as  PCGS  MS66.  All  three  are  tied  for  the  finest  certified  of  their  date.  The 
1857  quarter  has  been  certified  as  NGC  MS67  with  two  pieces  graded  higher,  one 
MS68  coin  from  each  service.  The  1858  quarter  has  beautiful  light  toning  and  has 
been  certified  as  PCGS  MS66  with  four  coins  graded  higher,  these  all  being  certified 
as  NGC  MS67.  The  1 859  quarter  has  beautiful  light  toning  and  has  been  certified  as 
NGC  MS65.  Five  pieces  are  graded  higher,  these  being  one  piece  certified  as  NGC 
MS66,  two  as  PCGS  MS66  and  two  as  PCGS  MS67.  The  1860,  1861,  1862,  1863, 
1 864,  and  1 865  quarters  are  all  certified  as  MS66  or  MS67.  The  1 861  and  1 863  coins 
are  both  tied  for  the  finest  certified  while  the  other  four  dates  each  have  one  coin 
graded  higher.  These  are  one  1860  coin  certified  as  NGC  MS67,  one  1862  coin  as 
NGC  MS68,  one  1864  coin  as  PCGS  MS68  and  one  1865  coin  as  PCGS  MS67. 

The  1866  quarter  is  the  first  of  the  With  Motto  issues  and  this  coin  has  a  bright 
center  with  beautiful  orange,  red  and  violet  toning  around  Miss  Liberty's  gown  on 
the  obverse  and  around  the  eagle  on  the  reverse.  This  piece  has  been  certified  as 
NGC  MS66  with  one  piece  graded  higher,  this  being  a  coin  certified  as  NGC  MS68. 
The  1867  quarter  has  been  certified  as  PCGS  MS64  with  one  piece  graded  higher, 
this  being  a  coin  certified  as  NGC  MS66.  The  1868  quarter  has  been  certified  as 
PCGS  MS66,  the  1 869  quarter  as  NGC  MS66  and  the  1 870  quarter  as  PCGS  MS66. 
All  three  are  tied  for  the  finest  certified  of  their  date.  The  1 871  quarter  is  a  beautifully 
toned  gem  that  has  been  certified  as  NGC  MS67  with  one  piece  grade  higher,  this 
being  a  coin  certified  as  PCGS  MS68.  The  1872  quarter  has  been  certified  as  NGC 
MS67  and  is  the  finest  certified  of  its  date.  The  1 873  No  Arrows  Closed  3  quarter  is  a 
beautifully  toned  nearly  mint  state  coin  that  has  been  certified  as  PCGS  AU58.  This 
is  an  extremely  rare  date  with  only  five  mint  state  coins  graded  higher,  these  being 
three  MS61  coins  from  both  services,  one  PCGS  MS62  coin  and  one  NGC  MS63 
coin.  The  1873  No  Arrows  Open  3  quarter  is  a  beautifully  toned  piece  that  has  been 
certified  as  PCGS  MS66  and  is  tied  for  the  finest  certified  of  its  date. 

The  1 873  With  Arrows  quarter  has  colorful  toning  and  has  been  certified  as  PCGS 
MS64,  but  there  are  26  coins  graded  higher,  these  being  22  certified  as  MS65  and 
four  others  as  MS66  from  both  services.  The  1874  quarter  is  beautifully  toned  and 
has  been  certified  as  NGC  MS66  with  two  pieces  graded  higher,  these  being  two 
pieces  certified  as  NGC  MS67.  The  1875  quarter  has  been  certified  as  PCGS  MS66 
with  ten  pieces  graded  higher,  all  of  them  certified  as  MS67  from  both  services.  The 
1876  quarter  has  been  certified  as  PCGS  MS67  and  is  tied  for  the  finest  certified. 
The  1877  quarter  has  been  certified  as  PCGS  MS67  with  eight  coins  graded  higher, 
all  of  these  being  certified  as  MS68  from  both  services.  The  1878  quarter  has  been 
certified  as  PCGS  MS66  and  is  tied  for  the  finest  certified  of  its  date. 

The  1879,  1880,  1883,  1884,  1885,  1886,  1887,  1888,  1889  and  1891  quarters 
have  all  been  certified  as  PCGS  MS67.  The  1 883, 1 884, 1 886  quarters  are  all  tied  for 
the  finest  certified.  The  1880,  1885,  1887,  1888  and  1891  quarters  have  each  had 
coins  graded  higher  as  NGC  MS68  while  the  1879  and  1889  quarter  have  each  had 
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coins  graded  higher  as  MS68  from  both  services.  The  1881  quarter  has  been  certi- 
fied as  NGC  IVIS67  with  two  coins  graded  higher,  these  being  one  MS68  coin  from 
both  services.  The  1882  and  1890  quarters  have  been  certified  as  NGC  MS68  and 
are  tied  for  the  finest  certified  of  their  dates. 

A  summary  of  the  entire  Gardner  quarter  collection  by  mint  of  origin  is  given  in 
Table  5  below. 

Table  5 


Total 

Average 

Certified 

At  or  Below 

Percentile 

Mint 

Pieces 

Grade 

PCGS  &  NGC 

Gardner  Grade 

Rank 

New  Orleans 

21 

MS64.67 

2323 

2312 

99.53 

San  Francisco 

24 

MS64.37 

3553 

3522 

99.13 

Carson  City 

8 

AU59.50 

2275 

2241 

98.51 

Philadelphia 

57 

MS66.04 

17,060 

16,941 

99.30 

Total 

110 

25,211 

25,016 

99.23 

Table  5  shows  the  average  grade  for  the  57  coins  from  the  Philadelphia  mint  to 
be  about  a  point  and  a  half  higher  than  the  average  for  the  New  Orleans  and  San 
Francisco  branch  mints.  This  is  not  surprising  since  mint  state  coins  from  the  Phila- 
delphia mint  were  saved  by  collectors  during  the  1 9*^  century  while  mint  state  pieces 
from  the  branch  mints  were  saved  mostly  by  chance.  The  Carson  City  branch  mint 
has  the  lowest  average  grade  because  of  the  extreme  rarity  of  mint  state  coins  from 
the  first  four  years  at  this  western  mint  on  the  American  frontier. 

The  Percentile  Rank  is  the  highest  for  the  New  Orleans  mint  indicating  the  superior 
quality  of  the  pieces  from  this  facility.  The  Percentile  Rank  is  also  extremely  high  for 
the  San  Francisco  mint  considering  the  rarity  of  many  of  these  dates  in  the  higher 
grades.  The  Percentile  Rank  is  still  very  high  for  the  Carson  City  mint  even  though 
some  of  the  pieces  in  the  set  are  not  in  mint  state  grades.  This  value  would  be  lower 
had  the  certified  coins  for  the  1872-CC  quarter  been  included  in  the  total.  The  Per- 
centile Rank  for  the  Philadelphia  mint  is  not  as  high  as  one  might  expect  due  to  the 
fact  that  many  of  the  high  grade  coins  from  this  mint  are  relatively  inexpensive  and 
locked  up  in  collections  that  frequently  do  not  appear  at  auction. 

Examples  of  several  well  known  varieties  from  the  Seated  quarter  series  have  been 
included  in  the  Gardner  Collection  but  not  included  in  the  analysis  of  the  date  series 
given  previously  in  this  article.  Data  on  these  coins  is  given  in  Table  6  below. 


Table  6 


Quarter 

Certified 

Certified 

At  or  Below 

Percentile 

Variety 

Grade 

PCGS  &  NGC 

Gardner  Grade 

Rank 

1853/4 

PCGS  MS64 

115 

114 

99.13 

1854-0  HugeO 

PCGS  XF45 

89 

84 

94.38 

1856-S/s 

NGC  AU58 

5 

5 

100.00 

1877-S/HorizS 

NGC  MS65 

96 

95 

98.96 
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Table  6  shows  that  all  four  of  these  varieties  are  represented  by  high  quality  coins 
from  the  series.  The  1853/4  quarter  is  a  lightly  toned  coin  with  beautiful  surfaces 
showing  clear  evidence  of  the  under  digit  within  the  upper  loop  of  the  3  in  the  date. 
This  coin  is  in  a  late  die  state  with  a  light  die  crack  running  from  Miss  Liberty's  head 
through  the  8"^  star  and  on  to  the  top  of  the  cap.  The  Gardner  coin  has  been  certified 
as  PCGS  MS64  with  one  piece  graded  higher,  a  coin  certified  as  PGGS  MS65.  The 
1854-0  Huge  O  quarter  is  a  very  interesting  variety  with  a  large  irregular  mintmark. 
This  coin  shows  a  typical  reverse  for  this  variety  with  very  weak  lettering  through 
QUAR  and  a  number  of  die  cracks  through  the  denticles  on  the  lower  half  of  the  re- 
verse. The  Gardner  coin  has  seen  some  circulation  and  has  been  certified  as  PCGS 
XF45  with  five  coins  graded  higher.  These  pieces  are  coins  certified  as  NGC  AU50, 
NGC  AU55,  NGC  AU58  and  two  others  as  PCGS  AU58.  No  mint  state  coins  have 
been  certified  for  this  variety.  The  1856-S/s  quarter  clearly  shows  a  Small  s  below 
a  Large  S  on  the  reverse  in  the  field  below  the  olive  branch.  The  Gardner  coin  is  a 
beautifully  toned  nearly  mint  state  piece  that  is  by  far  the  finest  coin  certified  of  this 
variety.  The  1877-S/Horizontal  S  quarter  shows  a  horizontal  S  mintmark  below  the 
regular  mintmark  in  the  space  below  the  olive  branch  on  the  reverse.  The  Gardner 
coin  is  a  lightly  toned  example  with  beautiful  surfaces  that  has  been  certified  as  NGC 
MS65  with  one  coin  graded  higher,  a  piece  certified  as  PCGS  MS66. 

The  Gardner  Collection  of  Liberty  Seated  quarters  is  an  unbelievable  collection 
containing  many  of  the  finest  19'^  century  quarters  known  to  exist  within  the  numis- 
matic community.  I  would  seriously  doubt  that  a  collection  of  this  quality  has  ever 
been  assembled  and  it  is  a  distinct  privilege  to  have  the  opportunity  to  view  it  on 
the  internet  through  the  NGC  Set  Registry.  In  addition,  beautiful  color  pictures  that 
are  five  inches  in  diameter  for  each  of  the  coins  have  been  published  by  Eugene 
Gardner  in  a  two  volume  limited  edition  publication  The  Gardner  Collection,  Liberty 
Seated  Quarters  Volume  I,  1838-1865  and  Ttie  Gardner  Collection,  Liberty  Seated 
Quarters  Volume  II,  1866-1891.  Besides  the  illustrations,  the  two  volumes  contain 
historical  facts  about  each  coin  as  well  as  comments  on  the  quality  of  the  individual 
specimens.  A  copy  of  this  two  volume  set  was  auctioned  off  at  the  LSCC  annual 
meeting  during  the  201 1  ANA  Convention  in  Chicago. 

Since  these  two  volumes  were  published  in  October  2010,  two  pieces  from  the 
collection  have  been  upgraded.  Thus  the  1850-O  and  1854-0  quarters  in  the  set  as 
of  June  201 1  are  not  illustrated  in  the  volumes  published  during  the  previous  year. 
Further  upgrades  to  the  set  can  be  monitored  on  the  internet  through  the  NGC  Set 
Registry. 

I  want  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  Len  Augsburger  for  providing  the  PCGS  and 
NGC  census  data  as  of  June  201 1  from  which  the  Percentile  Ranks  were  calculated 
for  each  of  the  coins  in  the  Gardner  Seated  Quarter  Collection. 
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Memorable  Purchases  of  Liberty  Seated  Coinage 


The  Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club  introduced  the  Gobrecht  Journal  during  the  fall 
of  1 974  to  create  a  publication  that  club  members  could  use  to  report  their  observa- 
tions on  Seated  coinage  for  the  benefit  of  other  collectors  of  the  series.  The  quality 
of  the  articles  presented  in  the  journal  has  increased  dramatically  over  the  years  as 
numismatic  scholars  have  reported  their  observations  and  opinions  on  Seated  coin- 
age in  sophisticated  research  studies.  Unfortunately,  contributions  by  the  majority  of 
club  members  describing  their  good  fortune  at  shows  in  finding  an  unusual  or  rare 
Seated  coin  have  decreased  dramatically  over  the  years. 

As  a  way  to  encourage  club  members  to  report  their  experiences  with  Seated 
coinage  I  passed  out  a  page  during  the  Annual  Meeting  of  LSCC  at  the  201 1  ANA 
Convention  in  August  inviting  club  members  to  prepare  a  few  paragraphs  for  pub- 
lication in  the  Gobrecht  Journal  on  a  memorable  purchase  of  a  Seated  coin.  I  then 
extended  this  invitation  to  all  club  members  in  the  fall  announcement  that  was  sent 
out  during  September  201 1 . 1  did  not  receive  as  many  responses  as  I  had  expected 
but  I  hope  that  the  contributions  I  did  receive  will  be  the  beginning  of  a  more  active 
participation  by  the  club  membership.  I  would  like  to  think  that  the  material  presented 
by  current  club  members  will  show  the  fascination  and  joy  that  we  all  experience 
while  collecting  these  beautiful  silver  coins  from  the  19"^  century. 

John  McCloskey 
President  LSCC 

I  recently  purchased  two  1874  With  Arrows  half  dollars  that  led  me  on  a  surpris- 
ing adventure  of  discovery  as  I  studied  these  new  purchases.  The  first  coin  was  an 
uncirculated  1 874  With  Arrows  half  dollar  that  had  been  certified  as  NGC  MS61  that  I 
purchased  for  my  collection  during  the  summer  of  2009.  I  then  came  across  another 
1874  With  Arrows  half  dollar  that  had  been  certified  as  NGC  MS62  during  the  fall  of 
201 0.  The  condition  of  the  second  coin  was  superior  to  the  first  so  I  decided  to  buy 
it  as  an  upgrade  for  my  collection.  When  I  got  home  I  compared  the  two  coins  side 
by  side  and  noticed  that  there  was  a  significant  difference  in  the  size  of  the  obverse 
arrows  to  the  left  and  right  of  the  date  on  these  coins. 

I  consulted  my  copy  of  The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars  by  Wiley 
and  Bugert  and  quickly  concluded  that  the  NGC  MS61  coin  was  an  example  of  the 
WB-101  variety  with  small  obverse  arrows.  I  realized  that  I  had  made  a  significant 
find  since  Wiley  and  Bugert  indicate  in  their  book  that  the  WB-101  variety  is  an  R8- 
rarity  in  mint  state  with  an  estimate  of  2  to  3  specimens  known.  I  then  consulted  my 
Breen  encyclopedia  where  this  variety  is  Identified  as  the  1874  Short  Arrows  variety 
and  listed  as  Breen  #4982  with  fewer  than  six  business  strikes  reported,  none  in  mint 
state.  I  realize  that  these  two  rarity  estimates  for  the  1 874  Small  Arrows  half  dollar  are 
many  years  old  and  that  others  have  been  identified  in  recent  years.  Nevertheless,  I 
was  thrilled  to  have  experienced  this  adventure  in  numismatic  discovery. 

I  purchased  the  1874  NGC  MS62  coin  with  the  intention  of  upgrading  my  collec- 
tion. However,  after  discovering  that  my  1874  NGC  MS61  coin  is  an  example  of  the 
1 874  Small  Arrows  variety,  I  have  revised  my  thinking  and  have  no  intention  of  selling 
this  rare  piece  anytime  soon. 

John  Torres 
LSCC  #2197 
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I  used  to  see  Larry  Briggs  at  the  Long  Beach  Expo  and  over  a  period  of  several 
years  he  sold  me  a  number  of  nice  early  date  San  Francisco  mint  Seated  coins  that 
I  still  own.  However,  one  of  the  coins  that  had  eluded  me  was  the  1 855-S  half  dollar, 
a  coin  representing  the  first  year  of  issue  for  silver  coinage  at  the  new  branch  mint  in 
San  Francisco.  I  remember  viewing  perhaps  seven  or  eight  1 855-S  half  dollars  over 
a  period  of  several  years  but  most  of  them  were  harshly  cleaned,  doctored,  dam- 
aged or  had  some  combination  of  all  three  types  of  defects.  Then  about  six  years 
ago  Larry  Briggs  offered  me  an  1 855-S  half  dollar  that  was  graded  about  Fine  but 
this  coin  was  a  delightful  change  from  the  earlier  pieces  I  had  seen.  It  was  nicely 
toned,  seemed  to  have  original  surfaces  and  had  no  significant  damage.  I  believe 
that  I  paid  $490  for  this  piece  but  it  is  worth  much  more  today. 

I  never  saw  Larry  Briggs  again  at  the  Long  Beach  Expo  nor  have  I  heard  anything 
from  him  in  recent  years.  However,  if  I  saw  him  again  I  would  say  "Thanks!  I  love 
the  1 855-S  half  dollar  that  you  sold  to  me  and  I  will  always  remember  you  by  this 
one  coin." 

In  1855  the  San  Francisco  Mint  produced  silver  quarters  and  half  dollars  in  a 
work  room  that  was  only  60  feet  by  60  feet.  These  two  denominations  represent  the 
total  production  of  silver  coinage  with  the  San  Francisco  mintmark  during  1 855.  The 
1 855-S  quarter  is  scarce  but  the  1 855-S  half  dollar  is  rare. 

Finally,  I  believe  that  the  1 855-S  half  dollar  is  a  truly  extraordinary  coin  because  of 
its  rarity  and  its  status  as  the  first  silver  coin  struck  at  the  new  San  Francisco  branch 
mint.  However,  it  is  also  the  only  San  Francisco  half  dollar  from  the  1 850s  with  arrows 
and  script  style  numerals  in  the  date! 

Christina  Demary 
LSCC  #1804 

Probably  my  most  memorable  purchase  of  a  Liberty  Seated  coin  goes  back  to  the 
early  1 970s  when  I  obtained  an  1 852-0  quarter  that  graded  a  solid  F-1 5  at  that  time. 
I  found  it  at  a  local  coin  shop  in  an  old  Wayte  Raymond  folder.  It  had  beautiful  blue 
halo  toning  around  the  obverse  edges,  was  problem  free  for  the  grade  and  I  paid 
$20  for  it!  I  ended  up  selling  this  piece  to  Kam  Ahwash  in  the  late  1970s.  I  certainly 
wish  I  had  kept  it!! 

Probably  the  most  exciting  and  surprising  purchase  I  have  made  was  out  of  a 
junk  box  at  a  local  coin  show.  I  saw  a  half  dime  among  the  pieces  in  the  box  dated 
1844.  I  picked  it  from  the  box  and  turned  it  over  to  find  that  beautiful  New  Orleans 
mintmark.  What  a  thrill! !  The  coin  graded  AG/G  and  I  purchased  it  for  $2. 

At  that  time  I  was  buying  all  of  the  1844-0  half  dimes  I  could  find.  I  ended  up  ac- 
cumulating about  30  pieces,  most  of  them  in  the  lower  grades  from  AG  to  Fine.  I  did 
have  one  solid  VF  coin  in  the  group  and  the  pieces  were  almost  evenly  split  between 
Large  O  and  Small  o  coins.  I  felt  that  this  issue  was  scarce  and  underrated  at  the 
time.  I  ended  up  selling  this  small  hoard  to  Kam  Ahwash  in  the  late  1970s. 

Bill  Kind! 
LSCC  #084 
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I  began  collecting  Seated  dinries  in  1955  and  over  a  period  of  twelve  years  I  had 
obtained  examples  of  most  of  the  dates  in  the  series.  However  there  were  few  auc- 
tions at  this  time  and  only  a  limited  amount  of  Seated  material  in  the  auctions  that 
were  held.  I  tried  to  build  a  matched  set  of  coins  in  VF  to  XF  grades  with  the  lower 
grades  representing  the  rare  dates  in  the  series.  While  I  attended  about  one  show 
a  month  and  participated  in  the  major  auctions  when  they  were  held,  some  of  the 
rare  dates  were  just  not  available  in  any  grade  during  this  period.  I  remember  having 
specific  problems  with  circulated  business  strike  examples  of  the  1864  to  1867  Civil 
War  issues  from  the  Philadelphia  mint.  These  issues  were  sometimes  available  in 
proof  condition  and  in  mint  state  grades,  but  it  was  nearly  impossible  to  find  them 
in  circulated  condition. 

During  this  period  Paramount  International  Coin  Corporation  had  their  corporate 
offices  in  Englewood,  Ohio  from  which  they  distributed  price  lists  and  conducted 
auctions  at  some  of  the  major  numismatic  conventions.  Since  their  corporate  offices 
were  located  only  about  20  miles  from  my  home,  I  would  usually  visit  them  to  view 
some  of  their  Liberty  Seated  coins  after  receiving  one  of  their  price  lists.  Dunng  one 
of  these  trips  in  the  late  1960s  I  asked  them  if  they  had  any  1864  or  1867  dimes 
from  the  Philadelphia  mint.  After  the  dealer  made  a  trip  to  one  of  their  vaults,  I  was 
shown  an  1 864  dime  that  was  described  as  uncirculated.  I  remember  thinking  that  it 
was  a  very  nice  piece  but  that  it  didn't  match  the  grade  of  the  other  coins  in  my  set. 
However,  I  had  been  unable  to  find  an  example  of  this  date  in  any  circulated  grade 
over  a  period  of  many  years,  so  I  bought  it  to  serve  as  a  substitute  until  I  found  a 
nice  original  circulated  coin.  I  eventually  did  find  a  circulated  1864  dime  and  placed 
my  uncirculated  piece  in  one  of  my  bank  vaults  for  safe  keeping. 

This  mint  state  1864  dime  remained  in  my  vault  for  maybe  25  years  before  I  took 
the  opportunity  to  examine  it  once  again.  When  I  opened  the  envelope  and  exam- 
ined the  coin  I  was  stunned!  There  were  no  grading  services  in  the  1960s  and  mint 
state  coins  were  simply  listed  an  uncirculated.  I  was  delighted  to  find  that  by  today's 
standards  my  1864  dime  would  be  recognized  as  a  gem  brilliant  uncirculated  coin 
and  if  sent  in  for  certification  would  grade  at  least  MS65!  The  coin  cost  me  all  of 
$57.50  when  I  purchased  it  and  my  examination  of  it  some  25  years  later  made  it  a 
memorable  purchase  that  I  feel  very  fortunate  to  have  made. 

John  McCloskey 
LSCC  #089 
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LIBERTY  SEATED 
COLLECTORS  CLUB  I  11 


Publishers  of  the  GOBRECHT  JOURNAL 


Treasurer's  Report  2010-2011 


Beginning  Balance -September  1,  2010   $14,120.31 

Receipts 

Membersiiip  Dues   $10,395.18 

Advertising   270.00 

Donations   504.78 

Interest   63.02 

Back  Issues   10.00 

Auctions   1 ,930.00 

Total  Receipts   $13,172.98 

Total  Available  $27,293.29 

Disbursements 

Printing   $6,923.30 

Postage   3,338.53 

Office  Supplies   289.53 

Website   62.68 

Post  Office  Box  Rental   70.00 

FUN  Dues   30.00 

ANA  Table   180.00 

LCD  Projector   469.78 

Signage   1,288.83 

Plaques   114-15 

Total  Spent   $12,766.80 

Cash  Balance  -  August  31 ,  201 1  $14,526.49 


Len  Augsburger 

LSCC  Secretary/Treasurer 
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MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 


LlBERTVfiEHTED  COLLECTORS  ClUB 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY    STATE   ZIP 


I'M  A  COLLECTOR  □       DEALER  □  COLLECTOR/DEALER  □ 

YOU  MAY  □      MAY  NOT  □ 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 
I  COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMES  □  DIMES  □ 

QUARTERS  □         HALF  DOLLARS  □       DOLLARS  □         ALL  SEATED  □ 

SIGNATURE   DATE   


Membership  Fee  -  $20.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation  fee. 
Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $20.00  to: 
Len  Augsburger  •  P.O.  Box  6114 
Vernon  Hills,  Illinois  60061 


❖  ^  ❖ 


Ljyi 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or 
change  your  mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two 
Journals  returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has 
moved  to  a  new  location.  In  such  cases,  we  must  wait  for  the  member 
to  contact  us  and  provide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unneces- 
sary delays  in  receiving  the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  in  keeping  our 
mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that  you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible 
of  any  ctiange  of  address. 


Reverse  Picture  of 
1841-0  WB-1  Half  Dollar  Graded  PCGS  MS-63 
The  Eliasberg  Specimen 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads,  or  club  policies  are 
invited.  This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  it 
on  behalf  of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


